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A. Background

Semarang is a provineial capital city.  lies  in
narthern coastal area of Central Java. Indonesia (see
Yigure 1). This city has been particularly kwown as one
af ' the majonr OVerseas Chinese urban paoulation
covncentration in Indonesia since the pre—colonial period.
I spent almost all my childhood in Ambarawa. a small fown
in  the mountainous area forty kileometer southwards
Zemarang. and thern lived in Semarang for three YEATS
during my sewnior high schoel period. In Ambarawa I lived
in & big traditional Chivese house with my parent and
grand parent. My curiosity about Chirnese house  and
Chinatouwn has been put into my memory ever Since.

Later, when I became ome of the teaching staff in
niversitas "katolik Farahyangan Bandungs I had hkeen
getting involved ‘as a member in a research project of”
Morpho-Typolegical stuwidy of five medium town in West
~Javas E jaoint project between the Depariment of
cArchitecture. Universitas Katolik Farahvangan. and  the
Fost Graduate Lenter Humar Settlemevnts. Fathol ieke
iversiteit Leuven. Here for the firgst time I began to
realize the importance of recompostion and reculturation
processes for the currently decomposed and dehumanized
cities. Also [ began to uwnderstand the crucial rele
Architect is supposed to play in all scale levels using
all available means. and not confined fthemselves within
the marrauw-minded attitude.

By this motivation I started my post graduate
program in Architecture at the Fost Graduate Center kHuman
Settlements. Katholieke Iniversiteit Leuven. Two years
living, right on the crossing point af Europe has not
only academically impraved me. but also has given me the
firgt hand opportunity to watch the brutal oppositions of
modernity "arnd traditiomalism: the conscientious wurban
revitalization efforts. and many move. It has widened my
perspective on architecture and urbanism. but in the same
moment it has also introduced me to the fresh
understanding of the essence of architecture. )

By taking the Chinatown of Semarang as my case study
for the Master™s thesis. in one hand I try ta renew my
concern to that rich and precious urban and architecture
heritage which currvently has undergone abusive socisl and
physical threats. In other hand it becomes an excellent
means to build initial and cogntextual wunderstarding of
wrbartity and architestare in Indonesia.



Structure

For practical reasons this thesis is divided into

. three main parts with different entities. The first part

concerns with the historical ovewrview of Semarang urban
contexts, The second part consists of the Morpho-—
Typological analysis of Semarang Chinatoem. Ard finally
the genrneral introspection and final remarks are put in
the third part. '

an intensive biblibgraphical regearch: which was
done between September 1987 and December 1997 in several
institutions in Leiden- Amsteérdam  and  lLeuvens has

resulted in a large guantity of information and data
(literatures: manuscriptis: reports. maps: photographs)
which are mare related to the social anmd urban history of
Semararng and Chivese community. In January 1985, rathar
urexpectedly: I got & very precious opportunity to have
short visit {to Indonesias foirned by Frofessor Andre
Loeckx and Professor Han Verschure. I used this chance to
collect additional materials. and most importantly to do
a personal field work in Semarang alone. Although limited
by the availahility of time and financial resources. I

Suas suzceeded in gaining enough materials ard

doczumentations concerning the physical features of the
Chinatown (house samples. detailed MaPS s morphalogical
ard Ffunctional records. interviews. literatures.
photographs) and the current information over the <city of
Semarang (master plan-. newspaper clippings. studies) .

The urban histary of Semarangs. which is intended to
investigate the morphological development and changes in
urbran laval. is explained according to a  certain
histariczal peviodization (see figure 2) based on the
analysis and synthesis process of the acguired data and
informatiaon: and has heern put in the first part. While
the morphologicsal and typoelogical analyses of the
locality: locality segment: and dwelling unit levels of
the Chinatown have kheenm put in the second nart. The last
part consists of general remarks and overview over a mide

‘range of gurrent probklems  and understandings: regul ted

from my introspection and contemplation processes.

This thesis has no attempt to give a certain or
practical answer to the current problems of Semarang arnd
ites Chinatown: wneither socially nor physically. Eut it
shauld be regarded as the first important avnd substantial
effort towards a comprehensive and coherent understanding
over the problem of changes and development in Semarang

Curban tissue. Figvther inguiries and stndies are

absolutely necessary: before the realistic:. contextual.
ard effective strategies Can bre covineived ard
implemented. '
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FART I

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF SEMARANG LIREAN CONMTEXT

A. "Froto-ZSemarang" Feriod (ca.l400-1478) i
1. The ancient settlements 1
2. The movement to new locatiaon 3
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F. The Chinatown revival 7
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1. The "“Qid-drder" period I3
2. The Problems of the Business City 33
3. The "New-Order" period =g
4. The Modernistic Decomposition of the city 4

-
b

Notes:

The figures and illustrations of each of the following chapters are arranged as a group
and is put at the end of each chapter. -~

Qll figufes (e;cept figures 20, 21, and 28) are drawn by Johannes Widodo, hésed on the
information written after each figure. ALl illustrations are reproduced from the saurcss
mentitned after each illustration,
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F&aRT X

HISTORICAL OVERVIEW OF
SEMARANG LREBEASN COMNMTEXT

"Proto—Semarang” Period (ca.l400-1478)

1. The ancient settlements

Geographically the ancient Semarang was wunlike the
.contemporary one. Van Bemmelens a Duteh geologist.

defernded a theory that the ancient coast line of central
Java was ;eVeral kilometer away from the current coast
line. The coast line was gradually moved forward with the
speed of 7 meter per—annums caused by the mud carried
through the rivers ' fraom Lemak area. 1?2 From the
topographical maps. we can easily recaognize the edge of
the hilly area which defined the ancient coast lime. A
natural bay was shaped up at the mouth of GQarang rivers
flanked by Penggiling and EBergota hills. This river was
the origin f{or the upstream) of the wcurrent Semarang
river (see frigure F). Around the gighth century the
Bergota harbor wmas the main port of ancient HMindu—Mataram
kingdom with an ancient native settlements avound it, anmd
the shallowing process of the harbor became one reason
fer the declination of this Hindu kingdom and: native
settlement.

The famous vovage aof a Chinese Mivg dyrasty admiral
Cheng-Ho (a Moslem) between 1405-143% (ses figure #£) had
in fact planted the preliminary seeds of the Chinese
settlement in Semarang. According to Chinese traditions
Cheng-Ho firstly landed at Mangkang. an old harbor
westward of Semarang. where a small Chirese settlement
had already establ ished. before went to Simongan (on the
slope of Penggiling hills).‘®> Betwesen 1411-1414 the
Hanafite - Moslem Chinese communities Frad already
establ ished in the Malay Feaninsulas in  Java and
Fhilippines. thus most probably also in Semarang. It is
believed that in 1413 the Mirng's fleet. was put in for a
month &t Semarang for ship repairs. and during this
period the admiral and his officers wame very often to
the Hanafite Chinese mosque in Semarang ‘>, which was

(1}
(2)

{3}

BUDIMAN. Amen, “Semarang Riwayatms Dulu I°, Semarang, Pemerbit Tanjung Sari, 1978, pp. 1-5.

LIEM Thian- Joe. “Riwajat Semarang dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kengkoan", Semarangs
Boekhandel Ho Kia Yoe, 1933, pp. 1-2, .

DE GRAAF, H.l.s and PIGEAUD, G. Th. {translators). and RICKLEFS, M.C. (editor), “Chinese Muslims
in Java in the 15th and 16th centuriest The Malay Annals of Semarang and Cerbon”, Monash Papers
on Southeast Asia No. 12, Monash University. 1984. p. 14.

'



probably huilt in 1411.¢2> Aczcording to peopular helief
Ung  kKing Hong (Cheng-Ho's second in command) did not
continue Ris journey. and established the first Chivese
colony in the bank of Barang river close to the coast. <™
A Chinese shipyvard was built betineen 1541 -1%544 in
Semarang and built war ships for the Demak armada to
support the expansion of {this Moslem kingdom.<s

Later Cheng-Ho and Dng King Horg were deified as
Zemarang’s patron gods: and were worshipped by bath
Lhinese and native population. A temple {(kriowwn as Sam Fo
Tong. or kelenteng Gedong Batw) was then erected on that
place. Around the end of the fifteenth zentury or the
beginning of the sixteenth century a mix populated Moslem
and  mnon-Moslem Chinese settlement was developed i ¥i
Semarang around the temple and the mosgue.

Accordivg to native tradition:. in 1474 the first
native settlement was opened by ki Ageng Fandan Arang-a
Moglem preacher from Arab. in Bergota (known as Fulay
Tirang area). As a preoof of the existence of ancient
settlement in this area some remains of carved stones of
building parts from pre-Islamic period can still ke feound
here. >

J A dynastic guarrel in the Sultanate of Demak had led
inte the destruction of Demak and Semarang in 1546. The
Demak army. defeated by the rebelss escaped to Semarang
and tried to defence themselves in the Semarang shipyard.
But. the  rebel forces besieged them: and with the
gexception of the temple and the mosgue. the whole
Zemarang settlement was set on fire. But then a loyal
prince to the Demak defeated the rebels arnd the Sul tanate
of Demak was re—established. The ahipyard in Semarang was
rot re—built anymore. and thus the Hindu~Mataram kingdom
was locked from the sea and lost its role as the supreme
maritime powers which  would led into the rapid
declination of this kingdom until it fell into the Dutech
harids in 1&19.¢2» '

Although Simongan and Fulau Tirang had already heen
settled:. but these villages could hardy be conceived as a

town as a social. economic, and politic entity. But

{4) ibid,; p. 35,

(5} LIEM Thian Jos, "Rivajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kengkoan®, Semarangs
Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, pp. [-2. ‘ ,

() DE GRAAF, H.d., and PIGEAUD, G. Th. (translators), and RICKLEFS, M.C, {editor)s “Chinese Muslims
in Java in the 15th and 14th centuriest The Malay Annals of Semarang and Cerben®s Monash Papers
on Southeast Asia No. 12, Monash University, 1984, pp. 33-34,

{7) BUDIMPN, Amen, “Semarang Riwayatmu Dulu I'; Semarangs Pemerbit Tanjung Sari» 1978 pp. 1-5.

(8) DE.GRAAF, H.J.» and PIGEAUD, G. Th. (translators), and RICKLEFS, M.C. (editor), “Chinese Musiims
in Java in the 15th and 16th centuries: The Malay Annals of Semarang and Cerbon", Monash Papers
on Southeast Asia No. 12, Monash University, 1984, pp. 35, 116-1i8.



rnevertheless this "proto—ZSemarang” development wmas a
~onecessary  impetus  towards the ramification af uarban~
Semarang omn another location.

z

« The Maovement to new location

In 1573 Ki Ageng Fandan Arang moved his missian
center to the coastal flat land eastwards. and this area
was called Rubakan ‘™’ (“Bubak" = opening land to be used
for settlement). As a community chief and religious
leader ("Jurunata" under the Sultan of Demak. the first
Islam kingdom in Java) he built his palace here. and this
place would ke kwown as Jurnatar.

The period of the Sultanate of Demak was continued
by the period of the Sultanate of Fajang (1S68-1524). and
the Sultanate of Mataram (1524-1755) (see Figure &).
During the reign of Sultarn Agung (1413~1445) the
importance of Zemarang harbor had been revived to play an
important role as the main entrance harbor to the Moslem
Mataram kirgdom. 2

Arourd 1422 the (Chinese community of Semarang
‘participated in a rebellion against Mataram. The Sunan of
Mataram asked the Dutch (V.O.C.)  to help to defeat +the
rebels. Souw Pan Djiang: the warvior who led the Chinese
community. was killed and all Chinese population was
forced to move from Simongan to settle in a new area near
Cthe V.D.C. trading post. This area mas encircled by the
Semarang river as its northern: easterns and southery
border. and an open field as its wmestern bourdary.
Initially they built temperary lhouses nusing hamboos and
wood-plankss on an unorganized road and Rlock patterns.:
similar to the native houses.<22>

Up to this point it can be said that Semarang still
had a small village character, developed around a small
Vui.l. trading post core. The urban character started tg
ke developed when this core hkecame a fortified towrs

where the V.0.C. held the control over Zemarang and its
gurrounding area in 14732.

{9) SOEKIRND. *Semarang”, Semarang, Djawatan Penerangan Kota Besar Semarang, 1956, p. 27.

{10) ibid., p. 26, 33.

{11) LIEM Thian Joe, “Riwajat Semarang- dari djamannya Sam-Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kengkoan": Semarang,
Boekhandel Ha Kim Yoe. 1933, pp. 4-5.
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Figure 3
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1} BUDTMAM, F‘:men,[ "Semarang Riwavatmu July I" {The History of 3amarang part I}, Zemarang. 1973,
2} WIEPBD, Johannes. Reconstruction based on the old tozegraphical maps,
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" B.

The Small Trading Town Period (1&78-1211)

1. The Tutch and Chinese small trading town

In 1472 Semarang and the gsurrounding lands wmere
handed to the V.J3.C. by the Sultan of Matarams but a
Dutch administration center for central Java was rnot
removed from Jepara to Semarang until 1497 when the
fortress of ©Semarang was fully finished (see Figure
&) .fr® At this moment there wmere about 180 Dutch
traders. soldiers. sailors and artisans living in the
fortress of Semarang.‘*®> Fpeviously the company had
maintained a wnumber of fortified trading posts in the
main coastal towns of central Java such as Semaranrg.-
Jepara. Juana. and Pekalongan.*%> Fpaom morphological
paint of views tha. uN|nterrupfed developmerit of Semarang
urban history was started from 14673: on which the urban
movrphological seed of present day Semarang was implanted.

Meanwhile there had hbeen a steady flow of Chinese
immigration from saguthern China to Indonesian
archipelagos. especially during the turbulent vears of

1444 when the LCh® ing (Manchw) dynasty overthrew the Ming

dynasty. They followed the Chinese traditional eastern
trading route to the southern sea (see Figure 7).
Semarang had its own boarding house in Batavias where the
newsomers were lodged until they found ships ready to
take +them +to Semarang. ‘*™>  There were two different
groups of overseas Chineset: those who returned to their
heme villages in China after making their own fortune:
overseas. and those who settled inm Indoresia. The second
group consisted-of those who could make regular visits to
their homeland as oftern as they could afford its and
those who could not afford te make regular visits but

could regularly sent a part of his earning back tao their
famrltes in China Ciar

In the second half of +the seventeenth century.
Zemarang had already bhecame & small town with three
different morphological elements® the walled Duteh taown
(a trading past), the Chinese kampung (a commercial
center). and the enclosing unstructured native settlemant
(an agricul tural hinterland) (see f/gure &) . 'The Semarang

{12}
(13)
{14)

{13}

{1¢)

ibid.s p. 13.

ibid.: p. 7,

WILLMOTT. Donald Earl: “The Chinese of Semarang? A Changing Minerity Cosmunily in Indonesia¥,
New York, Cornell University Press, 1940, p. 4.

ONG Tae~hae, “The Chinaman Abroad”, Shanghai, 1849 quoted in BLUSSE, Leomard, “Strange Company:
Chinege Settlers, Mestizo Women and The Dutch in V.0.C. Batavia", Dordrecht Foris Publications:
1986; p. 114,

ibid.s p. 4.



river played an importaht role as the main transportation
passage. connmecting the two economic nucleus (the Chirnese

and the Dutch towns) with Batavia: with another regions,
or even mith abtroad (Europe. Chinal.

Without any doubt. the underlying mode -of the wurban
Semarang at that period was the economic one. The Duteh
played the determinant rele as the exploitator standing
onn the bureaucratic sector. exploiting the native peasant
of the agricultural sector. While the Chinese played the
mediating role between the Dutch and the native: mainly
on the industry and trading sectors (see f/oures 9 and
Iy . The Chinese merchants and traders played some
important economic roles. *7? guch ams

a. Imported household potteries and porcelainss
cotton goods, silk. and paper from Chivna. and
then exchange its with pepper. nutmeg. and
cimramon from Javas

b. Establ ished sugar—cane indusiry to be used in
wine production for export and to make refined
sugar for local markets

c. Opened bome industries {(small candle factory or
peanut o0il manufacture) in almost every Chinese
‘residence; and -

di. Held movopoly tax rights {(giver by the native
rulers to the wealthy Chinese) over import and
export duties: the head tax. market fees.
gambl ing concessions: taxes on wine manufacturing
and frade in salt: vice. and wood,

In 1&72. the Dutch had already applied a system of
indirect rule towards the Chinese population in Semarang
by appointing leading Chinese merchants as "Captains".
"L.ieutenants": and later on "Majors". Ewee Kiauw was
appointed as the first Chinese Captain for Semarang.<*=
V.D.C. gave them indeperndevce to handle their own affairs

a8 long as the could maintain peace and order within

their community, and could assure the steady flow of raw
materials and taxes.

CIn June 9, 1702, Semarang was officially declared as
the capital town for the ex—Mataram’s northern coastal
terrjitory.<1=: Mary manopoly on taxes which were
previously held by the Chinese were taken over by V.0O.C.
But the Chinese could still held the monopoly over salt
and wood. From this period sugar industry was developed

17

(18

{19

WILLMOTT, Donald Earl, “The Chinese of Semarang? A Chang ] Minerity Cnnuunlty in Indonesia®, New
York. Cornell University Press. 1960, p. 3-4.

ibidss pp. 45, and also LIEM Thian Joe, “Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poco sampe
terhapaesnja Kangkoan', Semarangs Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe. 1933, p. 9.

LIEM Thian Joe. “Riwajat Semarang! dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kongkoan™, Semarang,
Boekhandel Ho Kim Yne. 1933, pp. 19-18.



by some Chinese of Zemarang which could generate big
prafit for them. The methods and machineries was imported
from China. The dried sugar was packed and del ivered to
the V.O.WC. stores, which was then exported by the IDutch
to fulfill the high demand of Eurcpean market.

Teveral stone houses with ceramic roof were built in
Semarang.s imitially along "Pecinan Lor” (riorthern
Lhinatown) and “Fecinan Wetan" (eastern Chinatown) by
skillful Chinese masons from Batavia. Horse was the most
fmportant means of transportation te bring in building
materials. since no big road existed at that moment. ‘=e>
Most of the buildings which were hbuwilt along the Pecinan
Lor were single story shop-houses. thus this street nas
called ‘“gang Warung” (or shops street). This street
became the most alive shopping street in Semarang. which
also invited the native to stroll and to trade heres
passing through the PFekojan kridge in the north and
Sebandaran bridge in the gouth.<=2 ‘

In 1724 a big thanksgiving celebration to the patron
god of Semarang (Cheng—Ho- or Sam Fo) was helds and for
the first time a temple was erected in Gedong EBEatu. It
was a simple shelters built in frant of the sacred cave

* lwhich was believed as used to he the Admiral’s shelter)
to provide a place for rest for the worshippers. ==

Thus up to this moment Semarang carn be perceived asg
a growing market towns with the Chinese community
practically dominated the urban ecovomic activity. They
became prosperous by maintaining their position as
mediator in a two—way economic system (export and
import): collaborating with the Dutch colonial ruler. And
morphologically Zemarang can he seen as a graowing town
with double nucleus (centers of activityl)s +the Dutch
power center. and the Chinese economic center, suvrrounded
by the less important and unstructured native settlements
in the periphery.

ey

« The Fortified Chinatowmn

In 1740 the Dutch central government in Batavia
decided 1o reduce the number of Chinese population in
Java by stopping new arrvival from China. and by deporting
Chinese criminals and oppositions to Ceylon and South
Africa. This decision created a hig Chinese rebellion
against V.0.C., ended with the famous Chinese massacre in
Batavia on November 1740, when about 10.000 Chineses were
killed {(see fllustrations 7 and 2).

(20} ibides p. H.
(21) ibid.s p.-20.
(22) ibid., pp. 20-21.



This incident was soon fellowed by a period of
bloody retaliations and outbreaks in Java from the
Chirmese against the V.D.Z. motivated mainly by group’s
solidarity. In this retellions. the native rulers were

~divided. Zome Regents allied with the Chinese. while the

Zunarn of Mataram cooperated with V.00, ==

A woodenr fortress was built arvound the Chinese
kampung of Zemarang. to close the settlement area from
the open field westwards and northwards (the river itself
had already became a means for defermce). The area outside
the fortress along Fecinan Wetan was then called "Fang~—
shia" (Chinese term for woeden fortress): or also krnown
as "Beteng" (Javanese term for fortress).

In 1741 the Chinese fortress of Semarang felt and
Fuwee v Say. the second Chirnese Captaiv of Zemarang. was
arrested by V.0.CZ., Most of Semarang’s Chinese poepulation
fled ta Welahan to continue the struggle against V.O.C.
and native rulers. At last in 1742 V.idole succeeded in
rormalizing the situation in Java. after the Chinese
rebell ion had been completely overcame.<=#4>

‘B The Chinatown revival

Zoon after the war'many Chinese returned to Semarang
and the town’s population rapidly grew because of the rnew
flows of immigrants from China. In September 20. 1743 a

,Ehinese Lieutenant from Batavia. Kwee Bang. was appointed

as the new Chinese Captain of Semarang by VY.0.C. and he
maintained & good cooperation with the Dutch. In 1753 he

was replaced by Laptain fei Tje.*=™ Thig was +he

beginning of Chinese community revival in Semarang. which
would e followed by the economic revival of the town.

Small ships could sail along the Zemarang river up
to the south-western end of Chinatown, and downstream
northwards a river harbor was created in Darat (= landing
place} village and Ngilir (= dowumstream) village. =e> Tye
loading and unloading activities were performed along
this navigable part of the river:. especially - in the
Chinese area. A warehouse complex with landing facilities
cuned by Khouw Ping (the wnext Chirese Liewternant after
Oei Tiel was developed in the eastern corner of
Chinatowns. which then was known as kali Eoping. <=

-

{23)
{24}
{25)
{24)
(27

ibid., pp, 29-33.
ibid., p. 34.

ibid.» pp. 37-38.
ibid. pp. 38-39.
ibid., pp. 4&-47,



The empty land in the middle of Chimatown was s00n
divided .into housing plots along two new worth—-south
streets: Fecinan Tengah (later: Bang Tengah) and Belakang
Fecinan Tengah {(laters zang Resen) . in ordar to

. accommodate the rapid growth of Chinese ‘population in
Semarang . == .

During this peried .the -first six Chinese temples of
Semarang Chivatown were bwilt (see figure 17). In 1744 a
temple. kwan Im Ting- dedicated for the Goddess of Mercys
was built in Gang Belakang. The street hehind this temple
was named Ting-auw—kee (lateri: Gang Gambiran). But later
in 1771 this temple was demolished and replaced by the
new  one across  the river in Kang-kie (later:  iEang
Lomiok)- urged by a helief that the bad location of the
temple had gemerated a lot of trouble to the ChHinese
commun ity . <=9 In 1753, as a sign of thanks for the
commun ity prosperity. the second temple dedicated for the
Earth God was built. This temple. Tho~kee—korg—bios was
located in the southern end of Sinpn-kee (latepr: Bang
Baru) . The east-west street in front of this temple was
named Tjien~hien—kee (= progressive. and harmony) which
later was - called Tjap—kauww-king. and then Wotgandul
Timur. In 1736 the third temple was erected by the kKuee

- family. and was named Kwee Lak Kwas located on the
sauthern end of BGang Gambiran. facing the southern
entrance of the Chinatown.$3©> The fourth temple: which
was erected in 1771:. was the bBiggest Chinese temple ever
built in Semarang as the sgubstitution of the first
temple.®*? Thig temple was named Tay EKak Sie (= the
temple of +the Great Consciousness) and was opened by
great festivities. In 1722 the fifth temple was erected
in the southern corner of Tang-~kee {FPecinan Wetan) near
the river by Lieutenant Khouww Fing. before he returned to
China. ‘"= Angd around 1772 the sixth temple was built at
the end of Moa-phay-kee {(later: Bang Fasar Baruw). Also

- the Gedong Batu temple was renovated in 1794.

_ ‘Meamwhile the toum af Semarang was expanded. The
native kampungs around Chinatown such as Fekojan (where
mary Moor or Koja population settled)s Fetudungan (where
a loet of traditional cap or Tuwdung was sold):. Fesantren
(where the Moslem or Santri settled). and AmMbengan. were
alive because of its location along the main road to the
Chinatown.

In 1797 V.0.C. demanded that the o0ld Chinese
cemetery in Fekojan should be removed, because a rew

(28) ibid. p. 49.
{29} ibid. pp. 48-49,
(30} ibid.s pp. 22-26.
(31} ibid., pp. 49-50.
~ (32) ibid.s p. 5.

K]



settlement area for both Chinese and wative will be
developed there. The wnew location for Chinese cemetery
was in Gergaji. far away southward on the slope of Candi
hills. A Chinese mystical sign placed on the walls. which
‘was put to remove the spirits from the old graveyard. can
still be found up to the present. ==

Tince 1795 Dutch became "Bataafsche Republiek”. a
French ally., which had continuously beeri in the state of
war with the BEritish until 1815, In 1799 V.0.C. wmas
declared bankrupt and its authority was taken over by the
Duteh government since Januwary 1. 1200,

(33) ibid., pp. 57-59.
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Figure 11 : Chinese Temples
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e Illustration 1

CHINESE TEMPLES ("NELENTENG*) IN SEMARANG CHINATOWM

Reproduced from LUBIS:» Machtar, “Het Land onder de Regenbaog”»
Amsterdam, Sijthoff, 1954,

1. 1st temple & Kvan In Ting {1746-1771)
2. 2nd temple f Tjien Hien Kee (1753) _ |
3. 3rd temple : Kwee Lak Kwa (1756 | ltustration 2
4. 4th temple & Tay Kak Sie (1771)
5. 5th temple ¢ (Tang Kee) Cum : : X
- === .‘." -_ = - . -,
6. 6th tesple ¢ Ho Hong Bio 11792) NRRS 4 SN iﬁa
1 e e s o ) ILEP
7. 7th temple : Khay Tjiang Sing Ong (1814) : f ‘“}h‘ _‘@‘* AT P
8. '8th temple ¢ Kong Tik Spe (1845} : _ s "'\'fh' L yA " ;\ SR
Prd Lt et R q_?:‘;'k T "-"‘;g_:‘_, S B
9. 9th temple * Leng Mok Bio (1866) : ; #-91 ) t—'%“’:l i 78 AN
10. 10th temle ¢ Ma Tjous Kiang (1881) A
1. 11th temple ¢ (Kampung Melayu} {1901)
12, 12th temple * Hian Thian Siang Tee (1903)
13. 13th temple * Hoei Tik Bio (1905)

the Ommelanden and Batavia, reproduced from BLUSSE, Leomards “Strange

' ' Company: Chinese Settlers, Mestizo Women and the Dutch in VOC Batavia",
o arly tamples Saa Po Tong  (ca. 15th cantury) , Dordrecht, Foris Publications, 1986 p. 92




C. The Colonial Military Town Period (1811-185%9)

1., The end of the V... era

Though this periocd is very short &ompared with the
previous one. but this unstable 40 years of war had
whanged the wurban morphology of Semarang and had also
reinforced the position of this ftown in central Java.

After the bankruptcy of V.0.C. and the surrender of
the Dutch to the French. Herman Willem Daendels hecame

10

the next Seovernor Eeneral in Batavia. To defend Java from-

the British naval attack: he constructed the first inter-—
regional read along the northern coast of Java from Anyer
to Famarukan. This famous road was rcalled "arocote—
postweg"” (= the great post-road):. since this road was

also used as the main communication means between the
areas controlled by Dutch in Java (see figure 12).

In 1811 Daendels was replaced by General Janssens.
Just  two months after Janssens took his office as
GZovernor Eeneral in Batavias on August 27. 1211 the
“British Navy defeated the Iutch (or French) force in
Batavia (Meester Cornelis). Janssens®s force retreated to
Semarang through the post-road. and with the help from
the native rulers® forces the Duteh army tried to make a
stand in Semarang. On September 1. 12911 the Dutch
gstabhlished & military headguarter in {front of the
Resident palace in Bojong $Several hatteries were also
built in the hilly area of Srondol further to the souths
in Ungaran they also established another military
headquarter. Those headguarters must be the temporary
ones. since its were built in a hurry. .

tn September 9. 1211 the British force under the
Admiral Sir Samuel Aughmuty landed in Semavrang without
any resistance. General Janssens drew his defeated army
to Ungaran on September 1i. 1811t. and the British army
entered the deserted town the following day. After a

short battle the fort of Ungaran (a square Mmasonry
fortress) was socon defeated: and Janssens retreated

further to the south to the fort of Salatiga. On

Yeptember 1&, 1&11, Java fell to the Eritish control
after Janssens surrendered in the fort aof Lingaran.

A strovg  rumor about a big battle that would
~happened in Semarang had caused panic among Semarang
population. Many Chinese evacuated +to arnother towuns
(Wedung. Demak: Fkudus. Welahan. Jepara). Semarang was
left empty, but there were still some brave op poor
inhabitants remained. But scon after the hattle was gver



the life in Semarang became nmormal again. Celebrations
were held in all five Chinese temples of Semarang. <=4

2. The British Administration

Or Oztober 19. 1811 Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles
became the Lieutenant Governor fGeneral in Batavia under
Lord Minto. the British Goverwmer fGereral in Calcutta.
Zemarang had an authoritarian Britisk Resident, John
Crawfurd. the Chinese community here was led by the most
upstanding Captain Tan Tiang Tjhing (Hok Goan) (in 1829
he would be received the first Chinese Major honorable
rank)s and a native Bupati ruled the native population.
According to Raffles: in 1215 there were 1700 Chinese
(317%) lived in  Semarang among 327,410 its total
population, <= ’

The most significant change of policy from the
previous V.0.C.'s old order of arid commercialism was

- Raffles” administrative reformation. He changed radically

the administrative system with a humanitarian, efficient
and effective one. Firstly he instituted a detailed
statistical inguiries, before issued the land reform acts

‘{revenue. commerce. and judiciary). His land reform acts

gave limited rights of private ouwnership over land to
abolish the system. of forced labor and of all forms of
irregular incomes. It secured the goevernmenrt
administrative and political control over the land market
and ownership. ‘> '

During this short EBEritish administration: several
native kampungs growth around the Chinese ecovnomic pale
and British/Iutch military and administrative pole. named
after  the specific functions or features of those
localities (such ast Deresan =~ the palm-sugar makers,
EBubutan - the wooden—shoe makers, Fusporagan - the house

~of prince R.M.T. Pusporoge. Logenderan - the house of

prince Logender. Kranggan — the house of a native lord or
Ronggo. Wotgandul = the suspended bridges Jagalan = the
slaughter—house: Kulitan - the leather tarmming). Further
to the south some haphazard villages along the main road
had mnot vyet connected morphologically with Semarang
(Karang Wulan-: Karang Turis Karang Saris Bangkong-
Feteronrgans Jomblang) . =" '

(38

{35
(36)

3n

ibid.s pp. 63-68; and also consult the military map "Schets van de verstrerkte stelling der
Fransthe troepen onder de bevelen van den Governeur Genaraal Janssens ...", Dordrecht, H.J.
Backer, 1811, RUL: Port 57 No. 81.

RAFFLES, Thomas Stanford, "History of Java", volume 1, p. é2.

WRIGHT: Arnold (ed.)s *Twentieth Century Impressions of Netherlands Indiai Its History, Pesples
Commerce, Industries, and Resources", London, Lloyd’s Greater Britain Publishing Company, Lid..
1%0%, pp. 87-90. '

LIEM Thian Joe. "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapsesnja Kengkean", Semarang,
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Zome large parcels of private lands ouned by
British. Dutch:. and Chinese were also appeared in
Semarang. A British’s parcel across Fecinan Eidul was
sold to Tan Tiang Tihking. and a sugar warehouse was then

cbuilt on this site (thus this area was called Gedong

Gula) . Later & big house was erected and the warehouse
was moved nearer to the road. A two stories entrance
gate—house at the southern side of Sebandaran bridge. and
also a strong wall along the river to prevent flood. were
constructed (see /llustration ). The name Sebandaran had

appeared since the Captain: who held the movicpoly aver

- gamkling. opened a gambling place here. He also opered a

Chinese market in Ambengans autside the old Chinatown.
known as kebon Cina.<®=> :

In 1814 Tay kak Sie  temple. together with the
Fecinan Lor bridge- were renovated. Also in this vear the
seventh temple (Khay Tiiang Sing Ong). surrounded by a
bigg Chinese garden. was built. This was the temple for
Tan family. the Captain®s clan (see Figure I11) .99 Thug
the Chimatown began to expand outward bit by bit:. and
alse it was inwardly densified. without abandoning its
main quality as a commercial center,.

The British administration was ended in 1214, as the
result of the Dutch-British treaty in London (after the
fall of Napoleorn in'1514). through which Duteh hecame a

free kingdom. and the previously krnown as V.0.0.'s "East
Indies" mas then called "Nederlandaah Indie".

3. The Colonial Military town

Betweern 1225-1830 the Java war {(led by Liponegoro. a
Javanese prince. against the Dutch) breke in central
Java. Semarang became. a strong military center against
the wide-spread 'rebellion. From the early nineteenth
century maps we can see a lot of military establ ishmenrts
was spread within the town alang the axes of east-~west
post-road. with the Dutch walled town as its central
stronghold. In 1835 the Dutch built a fortress in Poncol
which was named Fort Prins van Oranje.$4®> The Chinatown

mas still a dense commercial and dwelling nucleus. The
native settlement spread to the east-west divection

aracund these two centers. with a rather unclearly defined
native Regent”s house behind the alun=—alun and the market

(38)

(39
140}

Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, pp. 77-79; and also consult map "Kaart en Plan en Samarang met
deszelf land en zee situatie", 1/7200, ca. 1825, RUL: VI-12-19,

LIEM Thian doe, "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapaesnja Kengkoan”, Semarangs
Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, pp. 79-80.

ibid., p. 85.

ibidss p. 1025 also refer to map "Plattegrond der stad Samarang door G.P.F. Cronenbergs De Groot
Kolff, 1/20.000. 1866, KIT: Krtz, 379,



(ree Floures I3« I+ and I5). In 1229 the total amount of
permarent house (masonry walls with tiled-roof) in
Semarang were just 14%Z.<a1

Reacting against the rumor about the possibility of
the native attack ta Semarang. Captain Tan Tiang Tihing
asked Dutch permission to built big gateways on the four
entrances to the Chinatown (sée /llustrations & and 5).
These gates were situated on Sekbandaran (at the  road
corner to Jagalan). Beteng (&t the end of Pecinan Lor and
Feciman Kidul)s and at the morthern entrance to Chinatown
(across the Fekojan bridge). 42> Fupr geveral months the
heavy doors of these gates were closed and guarded by a
group of Chinese adults every night. wuntil the rumor
ceased and the secure feeling among the Chinese community
returned gradually. Even after the Diponegore war was
ceased in 1829 and the situation became normal again:
these four gates was still being kept and guarded by
hired wnative guards. All of these gates were removed
around 1570, ¢4% ’

At this moment some Chinese had already 1ived along
Fetudungan- the road conmecting novthern part of
Chinatown with Amberngan eastward. To insure their

cEecurity they also asked permission to built gates on

both ends of the road.*%’ Some rearﬁ later, after many
Chinese lived in Pekojan: the western gate was demol ished

while the eastern gate remained. Together with the sther
eight gates, these features had been able to define
clearly the boundary of the Chinatown in early nineteenth

century.

Responding to the spread of a great epidemic in 1330

because of the bad and inadequate urban infrastructures
(utilities and sanitations) in Semarang. Captain Tan Hong

Yar (Soei @ean). who replaced Tan Tiang Tjihing in 1328,

opened a special Chinese  traditional clinic for the
paar.<4=  Tap Tiang Tjhing. wha had already retirved,
purchased a piece of public land in Merican area in the
south to provide a free burial place for the poor Chinese
in 1832, and he died in 1833.¢%%> Fpom these facts we can
learn that the Chinese officials were in fact the most
influential and honorable community leaders. through
their wealth and their . very good relations with the Dutch
ruler. They had beern given control over the moniopoly of

opium trade and gambling. and most of them owned either
sugar indusiry or other business (export—import).

(41}
{42
(43)
{44)
{45)
(45)

ibid.s p. 9.
ibid., p. 92.
ibid.» p..97.
ibid.» p. 8.
ibid.» p. 100,
ibid.s p. 96-97.
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In this period the names of the Chiratown’s streets
were changed®: Bang Finggir (Pecinan Wetan), fGang Warung
(Fecinan Lor)s, Gang Baru (Sin-kee). Gang Gambiran (Ting-
auw—keel). fGang Cilik (Hoay-kee). Gang Tengah (FPecinan

. Tengah?!: @ang Besen (Belakang Fecinan Tengah or Kak- par-
kee) <473

In 1835 the first Chinese community office was set
MR in Bedong GAula as the initiative of Captain Tan Hong
Yan. This ogffice was kvnown as "Kongkoan" (or "Chineesche
Raad" in Dutch). The status of this office was informal
until 1835, and would be erased in 1931. After 1835 this
institution had a right to apply the police power to the
Chinese community. In 1837 he asked permission from the
authorlty to build a special Kongkoan building beside Tay

kak Sie temple in Bang Lombok. In 1545 this Exilding and
Tay haP Sie were rencovated. A kig building was erected on
the site aof the old koangkoan tuwilding and was named Kung
Tik Soe. The middle and the east part of this kuilding
was a communal temple {(the eighth temple) where every
clan may place their god’s or ancestor’s altar theres
while the west part mwas used for Kongkoan office and jail
{ree fllustrations & and 7 and f/igure 11).°99?

In 1837 a Captain from Bagelen. Re Ing Tjioes moved
to Semarang and bought some parcels in Gang Finggir. He
built a big house with a big gardern there: which finished
in 1841. Ceincident with the inauguration of his new
house- he was awarded with honorary Major title. This
place was known as Kebon Dalem (Tong Wans, or the eastern
garden) . Another garden in Gedong Gula was known as See
Wan. ovr the western garden. This pair of gardens kecame
the best enteriainment place for wealthy Chinese iw the
hol idays. and special boat was connecting these places.
Across the rivers where the building materials for this
project were kept. later became a kampung named Kapuran.,
and a potato field nearby was alse became kampung
Eentangan. %> (spe /llustrations & and ?)

4. The Ethnical zonre

In 1821 a travel restriction ("Passenstelsel®) was
applied to everybody: including Eurgpean. But in reality
the +tight contrel was merely applied to the Chinese
group. Everybody could still make a journey: but before
that he had to apply for a pass and made a detailed
statement akout the purpose. the means: the destination

(47) KAM Seng Kioe. “"Sam Po", Semarang. Toka Buku Liong, s.d., p. 79.

“(48) LIEM Thian Joe, "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kengksan®, Semarang,
Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, pp. 101, 104-107.

{49) ibid., pp. 102-103.



the route: the companions of his journey. S®> In 1348 g
special court for Chinese population mas formed
("Folitierol™) to punish the vipolators mithout
necessarily followivg a proper justice procedures. This
institution was lifted in 1915. 47 years later.<ma>

Around 1341 wuntil 1915 (for about 74 years). the
settlement restriction ("Wijkenstelsel”) was also applied
to the Chinese population. They had to settle in certain
areas, and every Chinese who lived gutside these areas
should move in. Many Chinese who had already lived in
rural areas declared themselves as "native® in order to
avaid the regulation. In fact many poor Chinese had still
settle outside the Chinese guarter.ss= Morphelogically
this regulation had divided the town into three distinct
ethnical zones by law: the Dutch zones the Chinese zomne.s
and the Mative zone. Meanwhile the political instabkility
in China around 1250 had pushed big immigration waves.

and “many of them landed in Temarang. pushing a faster
dengification process within the Chinese quarter.

In 1332 the monopoly over market—tax was taken away
from the Chinese by the Governor General- and ther Was
harnded over to the toun authority. <™= Byt the monopoly
over opium trade was still allowed to be hold by the

Chinese officer. Normally this moropaly was transferred.

-~ to the new holder by auction: and thus only the most

prominent and wealthy Chinese merchants (or gfficers)
could afford to make theivr Bid. Captain FBe Ing Tjioe
succeeded in getting the opium monopoly for central Java
region after Major Tan Hong Yan passed away in 1851 <{(and
replaced by Major Tan Tiong Hoay).*®4> geprause of this Ee
family gradually became the most prominent Chinese family
in Semarang. superseding the previously prominent Tan
family.

All of those restrictions were within the framework
nf Dutch?s Ethic policy which aimed to broke the economic
power of the Chinese group in the Netherlands Indies.
Except putting limitation on travelling and settlement
abolition of tax monopoly system: and opening public bank
to counter the OChinese vrentier activities: The Duteh
government gave the Chinese a lower status in the court -
similar to the native - and also special limitations

which were not applied to the native were applied to
them. ¢==>

(50!
{31
(52)
{53)
(54

ibid.» pp. 87-88.
ibid.,» pp. 89-90.
ibid.s pp. 88-90.
ibid., pp. 117.
ibid., pp. 117, 124,

{35) SURYADINATA; Leo, "Politik Tionghoa Peranakan di Jawa 1917-1942", Jakarta, Pustaka Sinar Harapan.
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these old pictures we can have an

o In 1830 the old city hall in the center of the old
Dutch town burned to the ash. To replace it a new =city
hall was built across the rivers. at the end of Bojong
street in 1234 (see /llustrations 10 and 11).¢%% From
impression over the
Semarang river. wmhich was still very wide anmd became an

important means for boat traffic and goods loading and
unloading places.

(56) LIEN Thian Joe. "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kongkoan® Semarang,
-Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933: pp. 101, 115-116.

11{'.‘



Figure 12

early 19th century
August 27, 1811
* British
attacks

September 9, 131

Pekaiongan

INDIAN QCEAN

Yogyakarta

JAYA SEA

.Surnqutu

“groote postweg”.




Figure 13 |
early 19th century COLONIAL MILITARY TOWN

—— - -

DUTE] <ETREmis |
TNy | CHINESE SETTLEMENT
LM MATvE  emLEVENTS

1} Mapt “Schets van do vavsd
Cenerzal Janssene L.." O

C2) Masi "aapt 2n Zlan van Zamar

B . HEE - R N vt ]
T :
-

[T
3

[T B
i3
o
-

UL VI-1z-

‘Figure 14 -
early 19th century

sea
river fortifications
’/’
/ 7
/'——"_*fﬁ// ——————

N

4 /\’Vi : . .pos,t(m_nhtary]mad“\,

EHINESE

gconomy

NATIVE

. agricuitural

L= DUICH

v military, admimstration




Figure 15

iy

TN
Hlti!| |
|O11|l
Y

%

|l‘

I
%..: ER

|

|

|
!
\




Illustration 3

Reproduced from LIEM Thian Joe, "Rimajaf Semarang: dari djamannja Sam Poo sampe
terhapaesnja Kongkoan"s Semarang, Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, pp. 103 and 204.




THE CATES OF.
THE CHINATOWN

1825 - ¢a. 1885

llustration 4

IlluStration 5

Illust 4 was repruduced from LIEM Thian Jne, "Rmajat Semparang? dari djamannja Sam Poo
sampe ferhapoesnja Kongkean" Semarang. Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, p. 93; and illust. 5
was taken from the collection of Koninklijk Instituut voor Taal-, Land=; en Volkenkundes
Afdeling Documentatie Geschiedenis Indonesie, Leidens Nr. 20.791.



Illustration 6

Illustratibn 7
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Kongkoan room

Reproduced from LIEM Thian Joe, "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannja Sam Poo sampe
terhapoesnja Kongkean®, Semarang, Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, pp. 105 and 287.




Ilustration 8

v iy

~ Kebon Dalem - main house

From the collection of Keninkliik Instituut voor Taal-, Land-; en

Volkenkunde, Afdeling Documentatie Geschiedenis Indomesies Leidens Nr.
379,

Illustration 9

Kebon Dalem - garden

From the collection of Koninklijk Instifuut voor Taal-» Land-; en
Volkenkunde, Afdeling Documentatie Geschiedenis Indonesie, Leidens Nr,
3478,




Illustration 10

Ilustration 11
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Repraduced from LIEM Thian Joe, "Riwajat Seﬁarang:
terhapoesnja Kongkoan", Semarang. Baekhandel Ho Kim Yoe,
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1933, p. 115.




D.

The Rise of the Modern City period (1859-1950)

1. The rise of a Regional Town

The year 1859 was the beginning of the new era in
public lifes when the first bank note was introduced as
the official means of payment in the Netherlands Irdies.
In 12230 the Java Bank uapered its first branch office in
Semarang. In 1242 the public paestal service was cpened
arnd the first three post offices were Built in Batavias
Zemarang. and Surabaya. Seon afterwards ZO00 branch post
offices were opened throughout Java. served by their ouwn
post—carts as the main means of transportation. =

In  t8&4 the first railroad from Semarang to
Zurakarta and Yogyakarta ("Vorstenlanden”. the Sultarate
of Mataram’s territory) was constructed by the N.I.S.-
the public railways company. To mark this occasion the
Governor Heneral specially came from Batavia by his roval

czoach through the post-road. to apemn a big celebvation in

Semarang. This project had just finished in 1272, after
went through a series of fimancial problems. The company

. built the first railway station in Tambak Sari. northwards

the eld Dutch town near by the coast. ==> In 18g2-1833
another railways company. 3.J.%5.. opened another railroad

17

network from Jurratan (Central Station) to Bulu (mestern

carner of the town?) and to Jomblang (southern corner of
the towr): and alseo to Juana. ™ Iy 15894 the nretwork was

extended eastuwards te Demak and Blora.<*9 Ip 1908 S.C.5.
cpened the ZSemarang — Cirebon railread: and by this the
previously obstructing inngle between Semarang and
Fekalongan (Alas Roban) could be passed through.<®*> Iy

1714 new station in Tawang was finished and the old
Tambalk Sari station was not used anymore.<e+= (gQaa £igqure
Fd) . : ‘

During 1394-12735 an artificial river harbor was dig
and thus directly conmeczted the Semarang river from
kKampung Melayuw to the open sea. The embankment and the
harbor authority offices were bujlt along the esast bank
downstream. 2400 meters from the ecoast and S00 meters
from the water—gate oen Semarang river. That area was

{37}
{38}
{39

(60
(1)

{62)

ibid., pp. 129-13t.

ibid., p. 133,

ibider pp. 134, 1853 also refer to map “Semarang-Joana Stoomtram Maatschappijs Oversichtkaart®,
1/300.000, Den Haag. J.J. Broek, 1898. from .teh private collection of Sutrisne Murtiyaso,
Bandung.

ibid., p. 167,

ibides p. 194; and also refer to map "Semarang-Cheriben Stoumtram Maatschappij: Oversichikaart®.
1/300.000. Broak-Gravemeijer 1918, from the private cellection of Sutrisno Murtiyose, Bandung.
ibid., p. 216,



kvnown as Kleine Boom (= small harbor): while the neaw
harbor canal was called Kali Baru (= the new river) ., (a=

Also a 1ot of warehouses were built along the harbor
canal .

I 1224 the first telephone networks was installed
tn Semarang. and cormected Semarang with Batavia and
Surabaya. This modern communication means was used by the

Dittch government offices only. Few years bhefores in 1874,

the first newspaper in Melayu language was published in
Zemarang {("Slompret Melajoe”"): gave a lot of influence to
the Chinese culture (classical Chinese and Javanese
literatures were presented in Javanese language and Latin
alphabets) . “*%> And in 1897 the gas company ("Nederlands
Indie Gas Maatschappij") offered its gervice in Zemarang.
Mary wealthy Chinese then used gas for lighting. to
replace theiy old oil lamps.<s=> =

i In 182353 a canal (Buyaran canal) was constructed from
Semarang to  Karanganyar (Demak) for irrigation and
transportation. Many boats pulled by horses. buffaloes.
or cows, sailed through this canal.**> Also in order to
prevert floed. +two flood canals were dug alorig the
western and eastern boundaries of Semarang around 1200,

-and were known as Ranjir kKanal BRarat (= western flood

canal) and Banjinr Fanal Timupy (= eastern flood

canal) . ¢*”> The western canal was dug some vears before
the pastern one. :

These - public commurnicatiaon and transportation

revolution were in fact changing Semarang to become a
rapidly growing regional center. Because of the excellent

harbor and transportation facilities. Semarang hecame a
very important trading town. This development was also

enhanced by the opening of Suez cawnals which made the:

iourney from Europe to Asia much maore faster and easier.

In 1270 +the Agrarian Law was implemented in the
Netherlands Indies. This law was to protect the
individual and collective rights of use or possession of
land occupied by the native. prevented from foreign

intruders. The Chinese private estates holders with’

chartered rights then were able ., to maintain their status
and continued their enterprises. Chinese who was born in

(63)

(&4)
{63)
{66)
(67}

ibid., pp. 136, 225; also BORAERS, Eriecas "Ir. Thomas Karsten en de Ontwikkeling van de Stedebouw
in Nederlands Indie 1915-1940", Amsterdam, 1983, p. 955 and also refer to map "Plaitegrond der
stad Samarang deer G.P.F. Cronenberg. D2 Groot Kelff. 1/20.090, 1864, KIT! Kriz. 379.

ibid., p. 144, :

ibidss pu 148, '

SOEKIRNO: “Semarang”, Semarang, Djawatan Penerangan Kota Besar Semarang, 1956: p. 39.

LIEM Thian Joe- "Riwajat Semarang! dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kongkoan® Semarangs
Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, p. 170; and also refer te map "Kaart van de stad Samarang en.
omstreken”; 1/10000, G.C.T. van Dorp & Co., ca. 1880, KITLV: L.922,213 No. 22 {(E25, 334).



the Netherlands Indies or had a ten years residence in
there was able to acquire land from the government on
long lease (75 years): and hire land from the ratives on
short lease wunder government supervision. The comman

~ feeling among ©Chirmese was disappointment. hecause they

were prohibited to acguire new agricultural land. <=

The Agrarian Law for Java did not encourage small-
scale non-native farming. but large-scale agriculture.
Because of the lacked of capital. the progress of Chinese
farming (which wusually in small-scale) has been limited.
In turn the Chinese commercial and industrial activities
were progressively increasing. especially in intermediate
trade by distributing imperted 'goods and by collecting
exported goods. In early nineteenth century guite a lot
of Chinese’ s spimming mills: sugar factories anmd +toll
gates wcould be found all over central Java (see f/gure
I7) . Railway system was the main transportation means to
collect and -to kring goods {(wood. sugar: tobacco. cotton,
indigo. coffee, rice) from all parts of central Java to
Semarang before could be exparted through Semarang
harbor. This situatioen had increasingly accentuated the
importance of ZSemarang as a regional economic center of
central Java.

2. The need for urban modernization

Around 1840 the alun—alun of Semarang was just an
empty sguare bordered by Bojong street in the rnorth. the
city hall and some warehouses in the east. the jail for
the native and Adipati’s (Regent’®s) house in the souths

and the mosque in the west. Every morning the south—

eastern corner of this sguare in front of the jail became
a busy marketplace. This market was in fact superseding
the old market nearby which had already became too small
to accommodate the vapid growmth of trading activities.
The new market was called Pasar Johar. according to the
rows of trees growing there. In 1890 pasar Johar had
overcame the old Semarang market (Damaran). In 1298 a
permarent building was constructed to caver pasar Johars
in which about 240 permanent traders - most of them were
Chinese - had already opened their shops.*¥* The

decomposition of +the alun-alun was proceeded by the:

operting of a. city park ("Stadstuin™) on its western part
in 1904, complete with small buildings and gateway. to

- (68)

(1))

SURYADINATA, Lea, *Politik Tionghoa Peranakan di Jawa 1917-1942", Jakarta Pustaka Sinar Harapan,

1986: p. 22.; and also CHANG Tsuen-Kung, "Historical Geegraphy af Chinese Settlement in the Malay

Archipelago®, a Ph.D. Thesis in the Department of Eeugraphy, University af Nebraska, Lincolns
1954, gp. 218-219.

LIEM Thian Joe. "Riuajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Pao sampe terhapoesnja Kongkoan®, Semarang,

Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe. 1933, pp. 147-148.



accommodate the need of public recreatior féailrty for
the Dutch commurity in Semarang. <7< -

Arourd 1253%- to provide pubklic healthy water +the

.town autherity made 21 public deep wells all over the

city. most of them were located inside the Chinatown. A
new profession - selling water -~ nas emergeds 71 gipce
no network of plumbing had been installed yet. EBut soon
this effort mwas proofed inadeguate. A severe Choleras
Typhus and Dysentery epidemic spread in Semarang between
19011902, caused by the inadeguacy in public clean water
supply and the negligence of the public sanitation. This
situation had forced the town authority to study the
possibility teo bring healthy water from the southern
mountainous regian .(Lgaran) to the downtown Semarang.

But since the plan was proved to be very expensive. this
project was delayed.'==

In 1389 Lieutenant Dei Tiong Ham hecame the first

Chinese in Zemarang who got a special permission from the
fAovernor General to wear Western style clothes. "= From
about 230,000 Chinese in Java (1893). only 28 of them had
been given the same status as Dutch. and the rest stayed
as the gecond class citizen. 4> Later the permission

‘could be issued by the Residents, until this formality was

erased in 1905 when everybody might wear any style of
clothing. freely. Qei Tiong Ham was a bright businessman
who won the moropely over opium of several towns in Java.

In 1843 the higgest fire in Semarang had destroyed
20 parcels (almost all were made of wood) in Ambengan and

Jagalan. Many Chinese who had already settled in that

areas became homeless. ‘™ In this period there were
already 14 Chinese head of wards  ("wijkmeester") in
Semarang. 7 of them was inside the ald Chinatown (Bang
Pinggir. Gang Warung: Gang PBEesen: Gang Tengah:> Gang

.Bambiran: Bang Baru. and Tiap~kauw—king)» and the rest

were in ather areas (1 in Kaligawe:. 2 in Ambengan: 1 in
Petudungan. 2 in Pekojan. 1 in Kranggan. 1 in Kampung
Melayu. and 1 in Fedamaran) .¢7*> From this information we

can perceive that the new Chinese areas developed around

and close to the old Chinatown (except Kal igawe and

{70}
{71)
(72

(73
{78}

{73

(76)

ibid., p. 178.

ibid.» pp. 129-130. _

ibides p. 173; and also gee TILLEMA, H.F., "Van Wonen en Bewonen. van Bouwen, Huis en Erf¥,
Semarang, 1913,
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SURYADINATA. Lew, "Politik Tionghoa Peranakan di Jawa 1917-1942%, Jakarta, Pustaka Sinar Harapan,
1986, p. 21.

LIEM Tﬁian Joe, "Riwvajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kongkean®. Semarang,
Boekhande! Ho Kim Yoe. 1933, pp. 132-133, ;
ibid.s p. 164, '
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Eampung Melayu) s still maintaining an entity af
continuous and dense tissue type.

The - ninth temple was evected in 1844 at the southern
-end of Gang Resen (Leng Hok Rio) by the inhabitants of
that street. The tenth temple. Ma Tjouw Kiong. was
constructed in 1321 for the Liem family. located near the
Tan family temple in Lengkong Seong (Sehandaran).<?7® The
eleventh temple was able to be built in 1901 in Hampung
Melayu:, after a long struggle with the town authority an
the other Arab inhabitants of that area who previously
opposed the plan. and after the fGovernor Gerneral. himself
granted the permission to the Chinese community in
Gemarang. ‘7= Ip 1905 another temples were bBuilt in
Gabahan (Hian Thiarn Siang Tee) and in Sompok (Hoei Tik
Bio) as the twelfth and the thirtieth temples. The last
temple was then forgotten and had just rediscovered in
1923 (see figure 11).979> '

. In 1704 the wnorth—~south road paralleled to the post-
road to the highlands was reconstructed. stretched from
Mlaten in the morth to Feterongan in the south. crossing
Karang Tempel village.‘®®> 14 pas pamed Karrenweg. and
along this road the [I[mtchs® ‘spacious villas were
“develaoped.

Up to this point we could perceive Semarang as a
town with two major domains the economy domain and the
polity domain (see Ffrigure I8). The economy domain was
congsisted of a double~nucleus center (the Chinese and the
Dutech towns) and two major transportation elements (the
river harbor and the railway station). While the pality
domain was also consisted of a double-nucleus center (the
Duteh bureaucratic establ ishments and the native
traditional center) with major military equipments (the
fort). It seemed that the economy domain was increasingly
becoming more and more Important, overcoming the polity
domain. The east-west and north—south post-roads had
became the morphological integrating means of these urban
elements. These formal developments were enclosed by the
informal peripheries sprawl of native urbamn villages.

‘3. The spirites of Modernism and National ism

In the beginning of the twentieth century the wind
of change blew |n Semarang. invoked by the rise of
modernization and nationalism process in China mainland.

~.In China Kang Yu Wei promoted the modernization process

(77) idid.s p. 165.
{78} idid., pp. 170172,
(79) ibid., pp. 183, 243,
(80) ibid., p. 178.



by introducing a modern educational system based on a

" single national language (Mandarin)a. and by this he tried

to umified all Chinese anywhere under one ©Chinese
national ism.<®*>  This movement was followed by the

cestablishment of Chinese schools and by the publication

of Chinese newspapers in Java. They had one aim ta unify
different groups of Chinese "in the Netherlands Indiess
and to oerientate them culturally and politically into
"Fan-China" . ®® Kang Yu Wei visited Semarang in 1903,
and in 1704 the first Chinese school {("Tiong Hoa Huee
Koan™) was operned in Zemarang. located in a small house
in Gang Tengah.<==> '

According to "Encyclopaedie vanm Nederlands Indie"
1721 edition: “®* the Chinese in the Netherlands Indies
zould be divided into twe distinctive groups: the pure
Chinese "Singkeh" = new guests. Chinese origin
imnigrants). and the mixed Chinese ("Feranakan": mixed
blood decedents with ratives. borrm in the Netherlands
Indies). Both groups were still kept their faith on their
original Chirese tradition. they also made contacts with
other cultures. but they had never integrated. In Java
the number of "Feranakan” was bigger than "Zingkeh". as
the contrary of outside Java proportion. The immigration

swas pushed by the poverty. political instability. and the

lack of business opportunity in China. Together withk the
Arab settlers. they played the mediater role in trading
between European importers and the popular market.
especially in textile. The Chinese hold the monopeolies to
sell opium. to open pawnshops: and to run gambling
houses. Many of them had  alsco suagar factories and
distributing goods.

Furthermore the article stated that the Chinese
national ism had already influenced the Chinese in the
Netherlands Indies- arnd dirgcted their orientation
towards the mainland China. Courageously and openly they
complained ow the government®s small attention in the
provision af proper school or education for them. on the
equal ization of their status with the mative in courts
and on  the restrictions on travel arnd settlements.
Moreover they praevided themselves with madern education
system by Tiong Hoa Hwee FKoans using Mandarin as +the
instructional language and employing teachers who came
directly from China. In 1920s there had already heen 442
Chinese private schools with 19.434 students and 2352
teachers in the Netherlands Indies. The Manchu govervment

(81)
{82)

(83)

(24)

ibid., p. 174,

SURYADIﬁATR, Leos "Politik Tionghoa Peranakan di Jawa 1917-1942", Jakarta, Pustaka Simar Harapan,
1986, pp. 22-23, :

LIEM Thian Joe, "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapsesnja Kongkoan®. Semarang,
Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, p. 174.

As queted in ibid., pp. 174-173.



also opened a sgpecial school in Manking ("Chi Nan Ta
Hsioh") especially for the overseas Chinese from the
Netherlands Indies who mished to continue their
study ., o= ‘

The Japanese victory over Russia in 1904 had
confided the Chinese that the European was able to be
defeated by the ASiars thus strengthened their
national ism and created a new sense of freedom. New sign
of modernity was then started to ke adopted by the
Chinese group. "Westernization". . ‘ .

- Im 1907-1908 the Chinese Chamber of Commerce ("Siang
Hwee") was opened in various city in Java, including

Zemarang.‘®** Thig (nstitution had an aim to amplify the
Chinese group®s involvement in trade and business.

It seemed that Semarang was one of the most
important center for the Chinese nationalism. It was
-visited by two Chinese cruisers with the Manchu emperor®s
special delegation led by Yo Soe Kie in 1907s which were
anchored in Kali Baruw harbor: followed by another visits
later. In - that year also a special inspector for the
overseas LDhinese schools was arrived from China and used
~Semarang as his home base for his frequent inspection
visits in the future.<=7

O Jamaary 1. 1711 the Repubklic of China was
proclaimed by Or. 3Zun Yat Sen. This oaccasion was
celebrated by the Netherlands Indies Chinese by a wvery
great enthusiasm. They erected the five caleored Chinese
flag. side by side with the Dutch tricolor flag. Bates
with Chinese characters were erected an every streets all
over Zemavang (see /llustration 12) .o

Against the development of Chinese natiornalistic
movements. the Dutch  governmment  had  tried several
attempts in order to change their leyalty - into +the
Metherlands Indies. In 1907 the Chinese could have
European status. In 1908 the government opened the Dutch
Chinese School ("Hollandsch Chineesche Schoel"), based on
the European education system, using Duteh instructional
language. and taught by Dutch educated teachers. In 19714
there were 27 H.C.S. with only 5,203 studenis. In 1710
the Duich citizenship law ("W.N.J." or “Wet op het
Nederlandsch Onderdaanschap”) was proclaimed: under which

(85) Ibid., p. 191.

(86} SURYADINATA, Les, "Politik Tionghoa Peranakan di Jawa 1917-1942%, Jakarta, Pustaka Sinar Harapan,
1986, p. 23; and also LIEM Thian Joe, "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe
terhapoesnja Kongkoan®. Semarang, Beekhandel He Kim Yoe, 1933, p. 191.

{87} LIEM Thian Joe, "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe tarhapoesnja Kongkoan®. Semarang.
Boekhandel Ho Kim Yos, 1933, pp. 191-192. :
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the Chinese "peranakan” automatically became Duteh
citizen. Im 1913 the discriminating laws were formally
abolished. and finally in 1917-1912 the settlement and
travel restrictions were lifted.

This policy was successfully drew many Chinese
"peranakan” from "Fan-China® movemerts but this group
would be defeated in Semarang Conference in 1917. (9%
This first Chinese conference in Java stated that the
overseas Chinese was foreigners thus they should free
themselves from any local political involvement. After
this conference,. a strong mationalistic Chinege political
movement "Sin Fo" was emerged. 7o

4, The Regional Center

v Apweil 1. 17046 the munjicipality gcovernment of
Semarang was established through the Stadshlad 1904 No.
120 and L.R. Priester was appointed as the first
Assistant Residents helped by some appeointed members of a
town council representing Dutch, Chinese and native
communities. From 1904 until 1942 the dual ism system was
applied in the municipality administrative system. which

- separated the Dutch and foreigrners in aone group and the

native population in another groups: under the Central
Government in Batavia (see figure 7?). Until August 1714
there was no city Major (“Burgemeester") in Semarang. and
the city mwas governed by the city council ("Gemeente-
raad") headed by its chairman ("Hoofd van PFlaatselijk
Bestuur"). This system was ended in March 1942 berause of
the Japanese occupation. ®*> In  +this period Semarang
total administrative area was 9.740 hectare with 100,000
population. == ' :

Ir. de Jongh-: the first Majer ("Burgemeester") of
Temarang (August 1914 - May 1927 in an old newspaper
"Algemeen Handelsblad". April 1, 1931, gave a description
on  the situation of Semarang arournd 1905.¢*= The

characteristic Semarang was more as the private
("particulier"”) city than the public ("ambtenaar") one
(or more as the economic center than as the politic or

administrative one). The first general election for the
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b

municipal ity council was held in 1909. This council was
seated by young and idealistizc members. who willing to
imprave the housing and hygiene condition of Semarang.
Some prominent members of the council were Dr. de Vagel »

Terburgh: Engerbard, Westerveld. Simen Thomas: Tillemas

Boenarjo: and Major Tan Siauvw Lip. But started from 1712~
1713 the municipality council was used for political
movement especially by the Indo-Dutch group and the
native members against the Dutch policy.

He also gave a description about seme urbkan elements
of Semarang. Bojong (the western part of the past-road)
mas the patricians area with theiv big houses and vast
gardens. which was the only streét hardened by asphalt in
Semarang. In 1904 Fetersijthoflaan. which was comnected
the Southwest-end of Bojong street and the southern end’
of Mataram street crossing throuwgh Randusari area- was
built and soon became an important road. Further to the
south. the Candi Lama area had already became the popular
and pleasant settlement area. but unfortunately the road
to the town was in a very bad condition. In 1704 Semarang

had alsa a very popular club house ("Sociteit Harmonie™)
situated near the harbor in the city center.,

The issue of town expansion in order to cope with.
the rapid growth of housing need for the rapid population

‘growth had alrveady put forward by Dr. de Vogel in 19064,

He made a suggestion to expand Semarang further to Candi
area southwards. using the already existed sprawl of
Chinese cemetery (see figure 20) .2 Hut this plan was
strongly opposed by the Chineses until a . special
commission was set up to end the dispute. The Chinese
accepted the compromise proposal. which allocated new

“locations for the new burials in Kedung Mundu. Gemah:

Terguwo and Sevidang: and still permitied the old location
te be used by the families which had already used that

place. After the removal of this obstacle. the new town:
plan for Semararg was began to be worked out.

Im 1909 the new settlement area in southern Billy
areas: Candi Barus was opened. In 1714, afier being morked
out for & years.: as a result of Dr. de Vagel tireless
pressure or the municipal ity camnreils the first
comprehensive network of clean water supply was laid in
Semarang.<* By the end of 1909 the electricity company
ANMIEWM. was established, and electricity for Semarang

(94)

(75

ibidas p. 190; and aiso refer to map "Schetskaart van Samarang en Omstreken”. van Geuns, 1910;
and alsa BOGAERS, Ericas "Ir. Thamas Karsten en de Ontwikkeling van de Stedebouw in Nederlands
Indie 1915-1940"; Amsterdam, 1963. .
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was available after 1915: using the hydroelectric power
built in Tuntang river, 9

The biggest trade fair inm the Netherlands Indies
("Koloniale Tentoonstelling”) to celebrate 100 vears of

"Dutch  independence was held for 4 months in Semarang.

This fair wmwas located in Randusari. on QOel Tiong Ham's
land. The biggest financial suppovrt came from the Lhinese
traders in Semarang. since they saw this event was a very
important opportunity to promote their business. Many new

haetels were opened to accommodate the visitors from

[

[

outside Semarang. But unfortunately the eruption of the -

first Warld War had causged ecomemic and social insecurity

and instability everywhere,. and this negative atmoesphere
had made this trade fair unsuccessful.<®7?

In this period Semarang had already played a central
rolg in export and import activities for central Java
region. The rnumber of ships anchored in the harbor of
Semarang during 1705-1228 (23 years) had multiplied- by
four times. It had already been connected by the networks
of railroads with Batavia. Surabaya. Yogyakarta and
Surakarta. = It had alsec been the regional center .of
caommerces traffic and export for the market of abkout 9

.million population of Semarang. Surakarta- Yogyakarta.
Fekalongans kKedu. Madiun. Rembang. and Banyumas.<®®?

Semarang total population was rapidly increased from
100000 in 1907 up to 153.03&6 In 1920 (the growth rate
was JI.8% pev—annum) . The Chinese population increment was
even steeper. that was from 9.000 in 1900 up to 19.727 in
1720 (the growth rate was almost &% per-annum) . ‘*°2> The
peak of new arrival of immigrants from China was reached
in the mid-1720s. and continging at a slower rate during
1930s. The problem of overcrowding began to emerge:
especially within the Chinatown where the problems of
over—densification, and the functional and transportation
mixture, were occurred. Semarang was known as the most

unheal thy town with a very big rate of mortality (see
figure 21 and illustration I3) ., 221 :

(96)
(90
(98)
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ibides P 196.

ibid., pp. 216-221,

BOGAERS: Erica, "Ir. Thomas Karsten en de Ontvlkkellng van de Siedebouw in Nederlands Indie 1913~
1940"; Ansterdam, 1983, p. 93-95.

LIEM Thian Joe, "Riwajat Semarang: dari djauannya Sam Pon sampe terhapoesnja Kongkoan", Semarang,
Boekhandel He Kim Yoe. 1933, pp. 222-223.

{100} WILLMOTT, Donald Earl. "The Chinese of Semarang: A Changing Minority Community in Indonesia“.

New York, Carnell University Press, 1960, p. 8; and also BOGAERS, Erica, “Ir. Thomas
Karsten en de Ontwikkeling van de Stedebouw in Nederlands Indie 1915-1940" Amsterdam, 1983, p.
9.

{101} TILLEMA, H.F., "Van ¥onen en Bawgnan, van Bouwen, Huis en Erf* Semarang, 1913.



Semarang in the early twentieth century had already
had the characteristics of a modern wcity with various
separated functions, interconnected by an internal
tramuays system. Ta ancther regionss Semarang Was
=ovmected by the harbor, the post-road. and three.
different railroad systems (N.I.S.. £.J.5.: and S.0.3.).
Two canals bordered the western and eastern limits of the
toum. The IDmtch administrative rcenter (governmental
offices and military establishments) stretched along the
western part of the post-road. The large industrial
establ ishments were located on  the eastern side of the
post-road: related to the railway station and the harbor.
The town center consisted of the Dutch business centers
the native civic center (the Adipati palace, alun-aluns
and the mosque): and the Chinatown. The new Duteh villas
area was developed aleng the parallel road of the posti-
road to the south. Twa significant military functions
were the fort in the north and the shooting arnd exercise

field in the east. A horse race track was. built nearby
the fort. served as one of the town’s major leisure
facility. Encircling these formal developments. the
informal native settlement haphazardly developed in the
periphery and enclave areas within the town. (See Figure

22)

The first World War had net only disrupted the world
trade system:. but had also created monetary instability
in the Netherlands Indies. Everybody was troubled by the
rising prices of basic goods: and central Java was
threatened by the darger of famine.¢*®® Even though
there were problems in the rice provisions. the sugar
production was reaching its peak: generating big profit
for the Dutch  and Chinese oUTErS . Mearwhile the
government had taken over +the control over the rice
market to beat gpeculations. black market and smuggl ing.
but the price was rising uncontrollably.

This econaomic problem had also gererated social and
political frictions among the already divided population.
In 1918 a native anti-Chinese riot was exploeded in Kudus,
the Chinatown in Kudus was burned and some were killed.
Many Chinese fled to Semarang. but the riot could be
ceased by police force.®®> T4 pas pot a coincidence if
the Communism could grow easily in this situation. Around
17205 the bureauzracy and some organizations had already
infiltrated by the Communist jdeclogy: and some sirikes
pravoked hy them had begun to emerge. The strikes were
consistently spreading and disrupting almost all public
services and economic activities in Semarang. Parallel
with ‘the world economic recession in  1922.  the

{102) LIEM Thian Joe. “Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampa terhapoesnja Kengkoan®,
Semarang, Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, pp. 237-243,
{103) ibid., p. 239.



urrderground  Communist movements were increasing their
actions. On August 29. 1923 two bombs were exploded in
the middle of the city park. injuring the attendants of

the 25th sovereignty vears of Hueen Wilkhelmina
celebration. This terrorist action was continued by
several hombing around the city.¢*®4> Iy the 1920s
Semarang was really became the ocenter of Communist

movement in the Netherlands Indies. The Communist Farty
of Indomesia (P.K.I.) which was proclaimed in 1720 chose
Semarang as the location of its head office. The first
congress of P.K.I. was also held in Semararg on Decembenr

1921, <1om

During'this tumul tions yeaﬁs the Johar market was
rebuilt in 1920  (after being taken over by the
municipal ity government in 1917¢394>) . g5 the shopkeepers

and vendors could keep theur goods. inside when the market
was closed. ‘

The artificial inland harbor of Semarang was build

0

on the eastern side of the . mouth of Kali Baru. stretched

for about 1.4 kilemeter inland from the ceast, with many

dockyards., warehouses. factories and a large gpinning
mill within its domain.<*e?> The large ships had +to

‘anchor in the outer bay, where they were tended by tugs
arnd karges.

5. The Modern Urkan Development F1Lan

In 1930 Java was divided into thres provinces. and
Zemarang became the capital of Central Java province
(based on "Wet op de Bestuurshervorming"). At this period
Zemarang had already been the third biggest toun i
Java<2e=  yith 217.000 inhabitants. h7 43 (12.57%)  aof
them was Chinese.<*es

To cape with the chronie housing shortage problem.
Ir. Thomas karsten, 229> the advisor of the municipalitys

(104) ibid., p. 246-267,

{103} SOEKIRNG, “"Semarang”, Semarang, Djawatan Penerangdn Kota Besar Semarang, 1956. pp. 44~46.

(104) LIEM Thian Joe. "Riwajat Semarang: dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Ksngkean"s
Semarang. Boekhandel Ho Kiam Yoe. 1933, p. 236. '

(107) BOGRERS, Erica, "Ir. Thamas Karsten en de Ontwikkeling van de Stedsbnuw in Nederlands Indie
1913-1940", Amsterdam, 1983, p. 7; and also WILLMOTT, Donald Earl, "The Chinese af Semarang: A
Changing Minority Comunity in Indonesia”, New York, Cornell University Press, 1960 p. ¥ and
alse vefer to map “Semarany” 1/20000, Technisch-Reproductisbureau en Lichtdrukkerij.
s'Gravenhage. 1922, KIT: Java/4060/808.3=341,

(108) BOGAERS. Erica, “Ir, Thomas Karsten en de Ontwikkeling van de Stedebows in Nederlands Indie
1915-1940", Assterdam, 1983, p. 93.
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New York. Cornell University Press. 1960, p. 8.

(110) The discussion aver Thomas Karsten is based on BOGAERS, Erica, and DE RUIJTER, Peters "Ir.
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drew & development plan for Semarang which was finished
in 1930. This plan concerned with the re—development of
four parts of the citys the hilly terrain
("Hauvelterrein”): the private lands (Pekundewn. Batans
Feterongan. and Wownodril). Sompok and east Semarang.
Threugh him the ideas of Barden City Movement and
International character were brought into the housing
improvement and town plannming projects in the Netherlands
Indies. (See Figures 23 and 24).

His idea was based on his concept entitled "Indiese
Stedebouw” (1720). He believed that the urban society is
formed by a multitude of different groups each with their
own. conflicting interests, based on collectivist ideas
with Communist and reformist-pacifist tendencies. The
city was disorderly divided. but in the same moment it
was also a coherent organism. The role of the toun
plarming is to shape the town and the village in such a
way @as to ensure the formation of a dynamic organic
whole. Plarming must not principally be viewed as
technical worlk but as organizing effort.

For the colonial saciety with three major races

{(tchs EChinese. native): Karsten used a touwn planming

rapproach - based en economic class division (the
differences in the people®s income. development and
reguirements): and not to follow the traditional division
of wneighborhoods according to race. And because of
climatic necessities. the town should be characterized by
extensive low-level building and excessive planting. The
layout of town is a unity and organic coherence. consists
of three elements: the detail (buildings, road systems.
squares. - point of interests. plantings and urban
utilities): the townscape (the aesthetic side of town
layout, the combination of the built form and the layout
of - the surrounding):. and the town plan (the total ity

which takes into account the dyramic character of the
town) . The implementation of the town plan is through the

detail plans. and building regulations.

Karsten®s plans for Semnarang was the implementation
of those principles. The division of neighborhoods. each
with its particular housing type. was based an economic
class (upper. middle. lower). In the development plan for
the hilly terrain. the higher ground was completely taken
"up by housing for the rich European and Chinese, while in
the lower areas a nrumber of local authority kampungs were
planmned. In the layout he adapted roads. squares and
building sites to follow natural contours as far as

b}

Thomas Karaten and Indonesian Town Planning. 1915-1740": in NAS, Peter J.M. {ed.); "The
Indonesian City: Studies in Urban Development and Planning”, Verhandelingen van Het Koninklijk

8.

Instituut vear Taal-s Land- en Velkenkunde No. 117, Dordrechi, Feris Publications, 1986, pp. 73~ -
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possible. In order to make the development finanéially
feasible:. he uoreated as many large plots as possible with
a view over the town and the sea to the north for the
more expensive housing» and elsewhere smaller and cheaper
. plots were developed.

The development plan for the private land egtates.
which lay between the old town and the hilly terrains
together with two ather expansion plan fovr Sompok and
east Semarang. was revised and unified with the previous
plan in 1919. The revised plans also introduced the idea
of differences in economic class as the basis for
division of huilding types. ly the plan for the hilly
terrain which was fully implemented. and the other plans
waere partially implemented. sven until the end of the war
period. ' '

In 1923 the city hospital (the former military
hospital) which was situated northwards of alun—alun was
being moved further to the south to. Kalisari. The new

chospital  was named C.B.Z. ("Centrale Burgerlijke

Ziekeninrichting™). Also the first. Chivese clinic mas
opened in Gang Besen.t1i1o

In 1926 the ‘Republic of China operned its consulate
is Semarang. Firstly It was located in Gergaji» but then
was moved to Frindrikan: and at last was moved to
Fetersijthoflaan. In July 1931, because the Chivese

~government run out of money to finamce it the consulate
was wlosed, 112

In 1923 the municipality authority began ta upgrade |

the roads in Semarang by laying asphalt. The toun's
‘sanitary networks were also improved. On November 1. 1923
the first flight service in Java commecting Batavia -
Bandung - Semarang -~ Surabaya was opened hky the

K.N.I.L.M. The vregional transportation system which

connected Semarang with another southern regions (Kedus
Yogyakarta) was also -improved after the upgrading project
in Tempuran pass was finished in 17280213

Within the Chinatown an incident happerned at the evid
of this periud:‘when a big fire destroyed 5 shop—houses
in Pekojan Kidul near the bridge in 1930. The towr
authority then prohibited anybody toe rebuilt those plots.

in order to smooth the traffic passing throuwgh the wider
street passage.<tr4 :

(111) LIEM Thian Joe, "Riwajat Semarang? dari djamannya Sam Poo sampe terhapoesnja Kengkoan",
Semarang, Boekhandel Ho Kim Yoe, 1933, p. 270,

(112} ibid., p. 274, :

(113) ibid., p. 280.

{114} ibid., p. 307.



Cn January €. 1931 the institution of Chinese
officials (Kongkean) was erased by the Assistant Resident
of Semarang. soon after Major Tan Siauw Lip resigned and
Captain Liem Kiok Liam passed away. The Chinese commurity

_in Semarang would then be represented by several Chinese
district heads. who should work uwnder the Assistant
Resident control. From Mareh 1. 1931 there were only
three Chinese district heads inm Semarang! one was for
kranggan. Gang Belakang and Gand Gambiran. one was for
Gang Finggir. Gang Warung and Pekojan. and another one
was for Ambengan.**™ Apaiy from this description we can
learn that the majority of Chinese in Zemarang settled
and concentrated .almost within the same area of the old
Chinatown- and some insignificant number settled anywhere
ountside this area.

In 1937 Gedong Batu temple was renovated by Lie Hoo
Toen: the director of "Oei Tiong Ham Concern”. A wooden
gate and a sacred garden were added to the complex. The
main temple was connected by a covered alley with the
grave of Ong King Hong. After renovation this place was
soon became a very popular pilgrimage destination. The
annual procession from Tay Kak Sie temple to Gedong Batu
was held again. But during the war period (1945-1950)
-this place was again being neglected and decaying. 22>
After -the war: in 195C¢ the rernovation mwork was done
again. A stone gate replaced the wooded one: and some

permanent buildings wera erected. fully ‘supported
financially by rich Semarang®s merchants and factory
owners.

In 1942 the Pacific War esxploded. On March 1. 1947

the Japanese -force landed in Java and on March 5. 1942
the Dutch surrendered *o the Japanese. During the

. Japanese short occupation period (1742-1745) Samarang was
fully controlled by military government <(see figure
25) 42272 On pAugust 17, 1945 the independence on the
Republic of Indonesia was proclaimed by Snekarno and

Hattas but +the revolutionary war mas continued. On
Dctoker 13-20. 1945 the Five Days Battle between the
indonesian and the Japanese army was exploded in

Semarang. Until the end of 1945 continuous and extensive
‘battles and bombings broke in Semarang and its hinterland

between the Indonesian army and the Allied forces (the
British army, the Dutch army. and the Japanese prisoners
of war which was being used by the Allied forces in order
to re—install the Dutch controel over Indoresia after the
gsecond World War) .

{115} ibid.. pp. 2B4-288. ‘

{116) "Buku Peringatan 240 Tahun (1745-1985) Kelenteng Tay Kak Ste®, Panitia Peringatan 240 Tahun Tay
Kak Sie, Semarang. 1986.

(117) SOEKIRNO, “Semarang”, Semarang, Djawatan Pemerangan Kota Besar Semarang, 1994, pp. $4-35.

)



Ouring this chaotic period of occupations and warss

a large number of Chinese fraom surrounding areas sought

refuge in Semarang. and many of them remained there

afterwards. Also a large number of pro-Kue Min Tang (the

" Nationalist Party of China) refugees came to Semarang

between 1944 and 1750, after the successful Communist

revolution in China. At this period the Chinese

population in Semarang was about £0Q,000. which about
44,000 of them (77%) were born in Indonesia.()

v April 1, 1930 the Indonesian municipality
govermment of SZemarang ("FPemerintah Dasrah Kota Besar
Semarang”) was officially established, with Mr. R.
Koegsoebijono as its first Major ("Walikota"). This office
was handed to R.M. Hadisoebena Sosrowardojo on August 4,
19T1.¢2*% By this the chaotic situation of the war for
independence and the Dutch occupation in Semarang was
over and the city entered .a new era of rapid development.

{118) WILLMOTT, Donald Earl, “The Chinese of Semarang: A Changing Minority Comaunity in Indonesia”,
New York. Cornell University Press, 1960. p. 8. )
{119) SOEXIRNOD, “Semarang”» Semarang, Djawatan Penerangan Kota Besar Semarang» 1956, p. 56.
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E. The Modernistic City Period (1950 - pregsent)

Being Modern in the esarly Modernists sense Iis

believe the technological pregress. the role of the
avant-garde. the social progressivism. the idea of social
engineering through architecture. “+¥° Reacting against

the mentality of backwardness and the deterieration

urban living condition: Architecture is considered as a
medium of transformation towards a better and new social

and oultural state.

The Meoderwistic tendency is the negative effects

caused by the careless and segmented implemevntation

the Modevnists ideals which resulted in the worsening of
the urban living conditions: such as fragmented societys

an  increase of gpecialization. a further evosion:

spiritual values. a decline of guality in all areas: and
increment of unemployment. 22 The hasics of modernistic
attitude ig both non~historical and non—cultural .. History
is considered as conservatism (against progression) and
as romanticism (nostalgic ar dream): and replaced by the
concept of "zeitgeist" (the wnew Spirit of the Modern
ragel . QDulture is associated with etiguetter power. and
the ruling classs not hased on rationalitys and related
to the wmulture of povertys and thern is replaced by the
theory.of "basic needs" wsharacterized by rationality and
universality. The e ban context is rejected ard
decomposed in order tn escape from the conservatism: the
culture of power and the culture of poverty. But the re-
composition of mew veality of moderw city has never taken
plaze in a coherent way. Formalism and its complex
functions have bheen deliberately forgottens and the new
maorno~functional ism based orn money has been created, 1=

In Zemarang case. we could also see that after the
independence of ‘Indonesia the modernistic attitude has
beerr progressively taken place. in accordanse with the
ambition of the wnew nation to jump into +the better

future.

1w The "Old=Order" period

In 1950 the Indonesian government establ ished

diplomatic velationship with the Feaople’s Republic

China. Hince then the relation between them have

(120} JENKS, Charles. "Modern Movements in Architecture”; 2nd edition. Harmomdsworth. Penguin Books
Lid, 1983. p. 371,
{121) ibid., p. 371,

{122) Similar statements were g|ven in the "Theory of Architecture" course by LOECKX. Andre: The Paost

Graduate Center Human Settlements, K.U. Leuven. academic year 1987/1988.
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fluctuated wildly. reached  the highest point in 1945,
Soekarno’s anti—-ceolonial ist pal icy had also hLrought
Irndonesia into close aligament with China., Mearnwhile the
Communist Farty of Indenesia (FP.K.IJ) had also gained
more arid more POWe took advantage from the
deteriorating nratiornal ecoromic condition. The Chinese
became inevitable scapegoat for economic decline. and as
a result of the political polarization: the Chivrese was
identified with Beiling: and thus with Communism.

Their loyalty +to Indonesia wmas widely doubted:
because of their strong cultural orientation tewards

Chiva: and because of the Chinese nationalistic attitude

of their sub-group. Another factors. which were amplified
the prejudice towards the Chinese minority. weve their
economic strength and social exclusiveness. The Chinese
group as whole remained distinct from other population
groups: and reached its peak during the colonial period
when the Chinese held a legal and social advantageous
paosition hketweer the Dtch ruler and the fvdigenous
majority. Within {this mood the sustomary  antipathy
tomwards the Chinese was growing.

Eetween December 2Z7. 1947 and December 27. 1951 the
. Chinese who mwas born in Indomesia mere given a chance to
choose Indenesian or Chinese citizenships, like to the
Dutch as well: (123> g5 5 logical condition of formal
Dutch withdrawal from Indomesia. Out of approximately
442000  Indonesian—born Chinese residents of Semarangs
about SH.000 chose Chinese «citizenship., The remainder
(87%) had adopted Indoresian nationality. In 1933 these
number sl ightly charnged. The munmicipal statigtical
records  indicated that from a total of about 40.GOC
Chinease i Tt Semarang (147X af Zemarang’s total
population). 17000 (22X held Chinese nationality. while
43,000 (72%) of them had Indovesian natiagnal ity. <=4 [p
this period the city of ZTemarang had 114 wards. and about
40 of them had no Chinese residents. but +the Chinese
constitute the majority of the population in akout 20 of
-them - < dlarwia

The Dual MNationality Agreement ketween Indonesia and
China was concluded in 1955, but had nroet been made
effective until 19460, Between 1940-1942 about SO0, 000
Chinese in Indonesia had declared themselves te adopt
Indonesian citizenship. After 1947 Chinese nationals may
become Indonesien citizens only by way of naturalization.

(123} WILLMOTT, Donald Earl, "The Chinese of Semarangt A Changing Minarity Commenity in Indanesia“,

New York, Cornell University Press. 1960, p. 8-9.

(124) ibid.» p. 9.
(125} ibid.: p. 14,
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Ivv 1937 the Indonesian goverﬁment introduced a
regulation outlawing retail trade by aliens living in
rural areas. This oppressive policy had resulted in an
exodus back to China of more than 100,000 Chivnese from
Indonesia the following year.

Within the Chinese ogroup itself two rconflicting
groups were emerging. hne sub-group insisted assimilation
for Chinese into Indoresian cultures the other one
arguing about the right of the Chinese to kave cultural

“distinctiveness as  another groups had. The argument of
the second group was supported by the Communist Farty of
Indoresia and FPresident  Sgekartos which caused the
influence of the assimilationist diminishing. This
situation inevitable ‘led to a new wave of anti-Chinese
feel ing when Indonesian politics swung sharply right
after the atortive Communist coup afttempt fn 1963 and the
supigequent destruction of the Communist Farty i
Indonesia. o

e The Fyrphlems of the Business Dity

Im 1935 an American scholar. Donald Earl Willmotts
had made an extensive sociological study over  the Chinese
‘cnmmunity in Semarang. HMe had also made some descriptions
on some morphological aspectis of Semavang. At that moment
the total population of Semarang was I40,000 and &0, 000
of them (14.7%) was Chinese.*®&> Ty 1953 thare wers
sti111 about S5.300 Dutch population stayed in Semarang.

Boiong street: “*®7> praviously the western part of
the post-road. had already became the main street of
Semarang. stretched for abkout 2 Lkilometer 1o the
southwest from the commercial district. At its northern
end were situated the provincial government building (the
Bovernor office): the city’s largest market. the alun—
atun. a theater. the central mosgues a major hotel. the
post office, and several government's buildings. In 1954
the Govervor office (Stadhuis: or Gedung Fapak) was
burned. and later another ecubic building with a new
function as the provincial Treasurer office was built on
the same site.<*™= Along the second half of Eojong
street were located the auwtomobile garages and dealers:
the headguarter of the Dutch Shell oil companys the next
city hall and other government buildings: some theaters
schools: and pensions. A monument to the Heroes (Tuou
Muda) to commemorate the Five Days Rattle of Semarang
(Ootober 15-20- 1%45) was zrected in 1952 and finished on
May 20, 1953, located in front of the ex-Resident palace.

(126) The following descriptions can be found on ibid., pp. 9-14.
(127) ibid.s p. 10. :
(128) SOEKIRNG, "Semarang", Semarang. Djawatan Penerangan Kota Besar Semarang, 1954, p. 27.
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. The Mataram sitreet: <*®% ppaviogusly the post-road to
the "Vorstewlanden”: runs to the south fer over 3.2
Eilometer from the eastern side of the old Dutch town
(the commercial district). Along it were located several
cclubss theaters. schools and churches. But for the most
part of it was closely hordered by a great number of
Chinese shop—houses. He had also tried +to make a
typological description of this Chinese shop—~house. These
Chinese shop-~houses were built side by side in long rows
each one having a series of three or four small rooms
along one side of a hallway reaching back fram the
street. The front room. the shop. is usually completely
operi to the street. though it was boarded up at migtt.
The walls separating oné house from another were nsually
a single thickness of woven bamhoo plastered on both
sides: but were sometimes made of wood or brick.

Along the streets of the old Dutch town 2F9 yapre to
be fournd the major kanks. insurance companies. newspaper
and printing offices. offime buildings and ftrading
companies. as wmell as a number of government buildings
and small factories. Between husiness buildings we could
find many tightly fitted very old residences. These were
once occupied by the wealthy Dutchs but were rnow the
‘homes of middle-class and poor Chinese and Indonesian
families. In this section: &s in others.. many Chinese
families lived in parts of their shops. factories. or
warehouses . '

The old Chinatown‘* 1> pas =till one of the mast
arowded area of the city. The sgireels and the houses were
very mnarrow.. with 1o spaces between them. There was
hardly spaces for a tree or a patch of grass in the whele
digtrict. At least 20.000 Chinese residents and 5.000
natives lived in this area. There were 50 textile traders
within the DChinatown. which formed a Textile Trading
Unien: 43 of them located in Bang Warungs 4 in GZarng
Finggir. and 1 in Gang Besen (1954).¢* % There are also
ten Chinese temples within this area. According fo his
perception the Chinatown had a&ll the appearance of an old
Chinese oity in the China mainland. The houses and
bBuildings were usually very old and were built in Chinese
architeztural style. The sign aever shops and doorways
vere almost all in Chinese characters.

{129} WILLMGTT, Donald Earl, "The Chinese of Semarang: A Changing Minority Community in Indonesia” New
York, Cornell University Press, 1960, p. 11-12,

{130} ibid.» p. 10.

{131) ibid., p. 12,

(132} SOEKIRNG, "Semarang”, Semarang, Djawatan Penerangan Kota Besar Semarang, 1934, p. 175.
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The modern housing areas<**3 |yape lgcated just
south of the old Chinese guarter amd in several other
parts of the city. It seemed that he pointed at the
housing areas built accerding to KHarsten®s plans. These
houges were much more atiractive and caoamfortable than the

‘grand  old Itutch residenczes of tarang Tempel street
(previously Karrenweg). Most of these honses were
occupied by Chinese. but especially in several pre-war

municipal housing areas. there were also a fair number of
Eurasian- and wative settlers. Rurming east and wmest
between the main part of the city and the hilly terrain

there wmas a low density residential area. where the
municipal stadium and swimming pool: the major secondary
szhools: a large navigation scheol: the zoo. several
churches: the local radio stations and the militarys
municipal, and Chinese hospitals. weve located.

Candi Lama area“*®*> lijeg on top of a low range aof
southern hilly fterrain. The house in this residential
area were wvery old  and their agrandeur had faded
considevably. Some houses were still gocupied hy a feuw
Dutch: but mostly were occupied by Chinese. Eurasianss
and Indonesian government and military officials. Several
Puteh buildings wmould still be founrd here. that is the
Jintoch  social cluba the Dutch spert clubs: and the
residence of the Dutch Commissioner. ’

Candi Baru area“*™* ljag to the west of Candi Lamas
that s the hilly terrain firstly plarmed by Earstens
still on top of a low range of hills in the south. This
area was not buwilt wntil 1705, It was now a beautiful
residential area of luxurious homes and gardens. Almest
the entire Dutch population of the city lived in this
area. in addition to a small number of wealthy Chinese
and Indonesian high government officials. The fine
private Catholic Hospital St. Elizabeth was also Jocated
there.

Imdustrial gstabkl ishments <13 mere srattered
throughout the city. as the shops and markets mere. The
modern cigarette factory of the Eritish American Tobacco
company was an imposing landmark located at the extreme
northeast corner of the city. A few traces of the
traditional Chinese block specialization were still to be
found in some parts of the town: as: three—quarters of
the forty Chinese gold shops located on one relatively
short street: hardware and household supplies stores and
shoe stores disproportionately numerous on three streets.

{133} WILLHOTT, Donald Earl. "The Chinese of Semarang: A Changing Minarity Community in Indonesia” New
York, Cornell University Press. 1960. p. 12-13,

(134) ibid.» p. 13.

{133) ibid., p. 13.

(135) ibid., pp. 13-44,
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cluster af Batilk textile shops amd furniture stores. and
cluster of big garages and car dealers.

The kampunrg areas<*®¥?> yere the place where the
majority of Semarang population lived. The kampungs «can
e found in the back of the buildings along the main
streets (the enclave areas) and in the outskirts of the
city. & vetwork of narrow streets and alleys wmbich were
anly wide erough for bicycles and pedestrians could be
found in this area. The houses. which congist of two or
three tiny rooms: uwsually had wooden walls and tile
roofs. They mwere smaller thanm the typical Chinese shop-
houses or the old houses in the Chinese guarter. but they
frequently had a tiny vard and a tree or two. and guite
often were built as separate houses with narrow spaces
between. A large number of Chirese also lived iw the
native-style houses Ry kampung ArEAaS: whiah werae
therefore referred to as "kampung Chinese". As in the
higher wolass areas. they might occupy almast a whole
street. or their homes might be gcattered among native
Fomes . The Chinese lived in the kampung areas usually had
a claoser contact with their native neighbors than they
who lived in the "better" areas- mwmnot only because of
their physical proximity. but also of their more freguent
rimterlocking activities and a similar way of life.

The growing economic activities within a relatively
constant built—up area seemed had generated many problems
for Semarang. The southern. hilly area (the upper towm)
was suitable and had alvready planed for high—class
housing development: and topographically limited the city
development souwthwards. The two flood carnals on western
and eastern énd of the .city had formed physical barriers
for westwards and eastwards development. Northwards
devel opment was prevented by swamps: ponds and the bad
soil condition. (See Freures 26 and 27) . Uvercrowding and
chaotic mixture of functions were logical consequences of
the urban growth within a physically limited area.
without any underlying cohevent and up to date urban
devel opment plan.

2y The “"New—Order" peviod

On  September 30, 1945 the Communist Farty of
Indonesia launched a coup attempt. but this attempt could
be collapsed wvery soon by the right-wing Indonesian

Matiornal Army. Th: period before Qotober 1. 1763 thus was
called the "Old-uUrder" periods while in turn the period
afterwards was called "New—-Order” period to express the
aim of the new government to establish a progressive and
anti-Communist policy.

(137) ibides p. 14,



After the coup some Chinese. among a great number of
ethmic Indonesians: were murdered in the Army’s attempt
to nproot completely the Communist ideoclogy ared
grganizations. Since the Chinese population was generally
agsumed to ke sympathetic to Communism (bhecause of the
Feople s Republic of China’ s support to the coup attempt,
and becauwse of the explicit Chinese nationalism spirit
previously shouwn by the Chinese pepulation sub-group in
Indovesia)s the Chinese in Indonesia had to suffer a lot
of social arnd political discriminations and prejudice
aftermwards. Chinese schooels were clogeda Chinese
nationals and stateless Chinese were bammed from trade
abaove the retail level and forbidden to mhaﬁge theinr
place of residenze or to communicate to each other us ing
Chinese language.®*S=> After a wviolence in Jakarta in
Qpril 1947. the diplomatic relationship between Indonesia
and Communist China was frozen.

M August 14, 1947. FPresgident SZoeharto told the
Farliament that a oclear line had to be drawm ketween
Chinese non—citizens and Indonesians of Chinese origins.
He stated that the Irndonesian citizens of Chinese origins
have the same position. rights. and respansibilities as
agther Indonesians: and discriminations against them must

‘be prevented. Me also call on them not to delay further

process of integration and assimilation wmith the wmative
Indonesians. <*®%> This important speech lead to further
change  iv the Chinese community in  Indonesia. The

movement towards a separate cultural identity was seem to

e over. But the assimilation process will be slow
because of at least two reasons: their gconomic strength
is leading to distinctivensgss, ‘199 and the legal process
to adopt Indonmesian citizenship (maturalization) must
follow an extraordinary control procedures and very
expensive. But gome factors that could contribute to make
races boundary mare indistinct ared by name changing
which guite often accompanied the adoption of Indovnesian
citizenship. and the firm restriction over the use of
Chinese language in Indovesia.

Azcording te¢ an American sacielogist: Ir. Feter
Ngldon=<l41’ in 17208 in some Indonesian hkig cities a
higher pyroportion of Chinese households used Indomesian

(138}

{139
(150

(i41)

COPPEL, Charles A.; and MABBETT, Mugh and Ping-ching. “The Chinese in Indonesia, The
Philippines and Malaysia", Report No. 10, revised edition, London, Minority Rights Greup, 1982,
pp. 10-16. ’

ibid.» p. 12, . :

An article by RICHBURG, Keith B., "Asia’s Overseas Chinese: (ften a Distrusted Elite"; in
International Herald Tribune, Menday. March 21, 1988, described that the Indonesian Chinese cwns
half the private assets in Indonesia.

Guoted in COPPEL, Charles A., and MABBETT: Hugh and Ping-ching. “The Chinese in Indanesia, The
Fhilippines and falaysia", Report No. 10, revised edition; London. Minority Rights Group, 1962
p. 13,
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as their everyday language (214 in Jakarta for example).
move tharm the ethnic Indonesian households. At 1east from
gre criterion it can be said that the Chirnese in Java as
a whole may be said to have gone even further towards
"Indonesianization process than most Indonesians do.

After 1963 the majority of Indonesian LDhinese
adopted Chrigstianity (either Catholic or Frotestantl): but
rievertheless the "Chinese veligion” (which now is crudely

put under the group of Hinduism. one of the five formally

recognized religions in Indonesial still has many devout
followers. especially in ZSemarang.

In Semarang the armmual procession from Tay Kak Sie
temple to fedong Batu. which wmas banmed afier 1743, after
a decade has gradually been permitted again with a
change . Between the Chinatown and Gedong Batu complex nao
procession is allowed (everything should be moved Ly
trucks and cars): but in both locations the celekrations
(prayers. puppet show. dragon dance) can ke performed
freely:, and also became one af the major tourist events
in Semarvang. Thus the curvrent Indonesian Chinese should
maintain a delicate balance between keeping thein
original or traditional identity and to develoap a new
‘cultural idenmtity. within the delicate system of ethnical
relation in Indonesia.

Anti-Chinese rioting =still ocours from time to time
in many parts of Indonesia. In Semarang a fighting
hetween Chinese and non—Chinese students broke out v mid

1971, followed by the destruction of Chinese properties -

by the native population. The more serious riot broke out
in Cerntral Java in Movember 1920. started from Surakarta
arnd spreading rapidly to cother towns. includivng Semarang.
Many Chinese houses. shops and enterprises were sdamaged.
In all rcases the officials response has been gquick and
firm in order to prevent trouble spreading. in livne with
the policy of encouraging the Chinese to cowmtinue to
invest their maney anmd gkills in Indonesia’®s economic
recovery.

4, The Modernistic Decomposition of the city

According to the mational statistical figures the
total population of Semarang has rapidly increased from
AT 000 in 1971 to 1,024.471 in 1920 (597 increase in
Just 9 years). This situation is uwnderlaid by the fact
that the area of =Semarang has been enormously expanded



from just 7.4 sg.km.<342> yn to 344,51 sSg.km. 1= g
19746 (see Figure 28).

The VIOV MO LS BXPAaNS|on of Semarang cannot be
separated from the Regional Development Plan which bears
" the government’s ambition to launch Semarang to become
the madern. preosperous: and prestigicus regional center
of Central Java. Before the rise of the twenty-first
century Semarang should become . not only regional awd
local administrative center. but alse the education and
tenrism centers with regional and natiornal seopes. and
the frade- industry and transpoviation <centevrs with
regional s natiornal and intervarional scopes. <*4% Central
Java is divided into several -development areas with
different priovities. all of them oriented towards
Semarang as the main develapment center (see Figure 29).

The expanded area of Semarang ig divided into 4
development zones with different functions and population
density regulations. which is also divided into several
development priorities and phases within 25 vears period,.
The first zone ig the wcenter area consists of central
activities with the highest population density Si-17%

palha the - second =zone is plamed for industrial
functions with & low population density 15-30 p./ha.. the
third =zone is planned for settlements and services

activities with a medium population density 31-3G p./ha.-
arnd the fourth zore is intended for agrarian activities

and nmatural conservation area with a low population
density 13-30 p./ha. (see fFigure J0). These zones and
activities are cornected with a series of circular ring~

roads with some radial roads system (see fioure 37). The
urban infragtructure systems (electricity. water. public
transportation) are also plammed to serve jts expanded
service area. :

The central development zone is plarmmed Yo  be
decomposed into different functional sub-zones (see
flgures 32 and 23). The city cenfer will be consisted of
three different rcentral furnctionss the administrative
center (provincial and municipal)s business center
(encompassing the Chinatown: the ex—Dutch town. Bojong
Mataram: and theiv previous expansion areas). and the
cul tural center (developed around the new nodes. Simpang
Lima sguare). These functions are Infernally inter-—
connmeczted by the inner ring read system- ard externally
are related to the regional radial—-roads (ex—-post-road).
The railroad has not yet plaved an impaortant role in the

(142) BOGAERS, Erica, "Ir. Thomas Karsten en de Ontwikkeling van de Stedebouw in Nederlands Indie

19153-1940", Amsterdam. 1983, p. 96.

{143) Pemerintah Kotamadya Daerah Tingkat Il Semarang. "Rencana Kota Semarang 1973-20007 {Master Plan

af Semarang 1975-2000} .

(144} ibid., p. IV-10.
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inter—regiaonal trarspertation systems kecause of its
mismanagement problems. Tawang station is the only
railway station used curvently. while the other stations
have not fully used anvymore. The Central station By

SJurmatans after being used as the main bus station: has
already been demol ished and a new shopping center complex
was built there: The +train’s role has bkeen generally
replaced by bus and domestic flight services., A hig
regional bus terminal i built autskirt the city
eagtuard. near the junction of the middle ring raad with
the main road to Demak. The harbors which is also planned
to be drastically extended. is still playing a very
impertant role as a regional. national: and inter-
national economic port.

Along the middle ring road system are placed the

urban sub-centers (each consists of administrative and
commercial: sport: and lower educational facilities). the
airpert, the recreation =center near the sea. the harkor

facilities. the industrial estates. and major higher
education establishments. and green helt enclosure with
amall recreation facilities within. Morphologically foth
of the flood wcanals have not anymore definme the city's
boundaries. The city’'s structure is now defined by the
major roads system and separated functional zoning.

Thus it is net too difficult to wunderstand that
CSemarang is put under a great pressure of the ambkitious
development plan. and some common problems to this kind
of develepment has socan appeared. At the general level,
the main problem is concerning the enormous cost of
development and its possible financial sources. Since the
government (either the wcentral: provincials or loral
governments) has the full responsibility to sustain the
public infrastructure costs and the development costs of
curvently undeveloped perimeter areas. and the amount of
public money in. the government®s disposal is very limited
hecause of the current national economic probklems. so it

is wvery difficult to  implement the plan as it is
intended. Short terms and poorly coordinated segmented
projects. haphazardly executed all over the city. are the

common chavracteristic to be found in Semarvang today.

Another problem is created by the over—extensive
development of private economic activities (most of them
are still controlled by Chinese) arid its physical
establ ishments. The alun-alun has completely been used
for wcovered market.  as the extension of the already
overcromded  Johar market. The FEabupaten (ex—Adipati
house) was gone and replaced by the modern shopping and
cinema complex Kanjengan. Even around the Simpang Lima
sguare (which is  intended for cultural center) some
commercial establishments (shopping centers. Cinemas)
have also already intervened. Thopping centers are huilt



haphazardly almost in any part of the city. ignmoring the
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anned 2ovinigs and frealy following the business
gtivuct and economic logie.

The environmental disruption especially in the slums

d illegal developments along the Temarang river. and
e rapid river sedimentation process which threatened
e harbor. have triggered the plam to normalize Cthe
ver. The issue of the Semarang river normalizat!on
oiect has created a long controversies. hecause of the

government’s plan to clear 10 meter width of land along
the river to build a parallel inspection roads. has

fo

rced the illegal settlers (most of them are the poor

majority of the population) along the. river  to move

&l
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sewhere without adeguate compersation: has caused the
struction of many old building especially in the old
inatour. and because of the practical inconsistencies

the implementation process by the city bureausrats and

authorities. ‘12453

[y’

Zome physical charges have also occurred in the old
inatown area. transforming the original architectural

style: or transplanting a zompletely wew typology by

de
1e

mol ishing the actual building. The poorer inhabitants
t their building decaying and remain there ap move

glsewhere. Many ploits were sold to another businessman to

he

converted into modern office building and banks

(especially along fhang Tengah and Garng Besen) . More and

me
iTe
at

re financially capable descendants of . the ariginal
habitants move out from their family houses to the more
tractive and comfortable mew housing estates outskirts

the town. \Tha previously impressive big family houses
(Gedong Bula and Kebon Dalem) has also diminishing.

e
ke
Ro

dong faula has been completely changed into kampung. and
bon Dalem (wmhich is used for Ratholic church, cloisters
lyclinic and schools) has alse been drastically

improved. But still a great deal of houges: warehouses.

te
or

mples and streets are till perceivable as  their
iginal condition in the past.

The following study. based on the current urban

tissue condition and (ts historical changes. will try to

(145) Some national and local newspapers published this centroversies, such ase

1.

2

3!

1,

“Walau Normalisasi Dilakukan Sungai Semarang Tetap Terancam Pendangkalan® {Even though
Semarang river is normalized. it will continually be threatened by sedimentation), KOMPAS,
Wednesdays, December 2. 1987;

“Diperdebatkan, Penggusuran yang Gencar di Semarang" (Settlement clearance is being debated
in Semarang), KOMPAS, Friday: Decembaer 4, 1987.

"Normalisasi Kali Semarang: Ratusan Rumah di Kapuran - Tugu Muda Dibongkar" (Semarang river
normal ization: Hundreds of houses in Kapuran - Tugu Muda was demolished), SUARA MERDEKA.
Wednesday. January &, 1988.

“Nermalisasi Tahap I Terhambat" (Normalization stage I was interrupted), SUARA MERDEKA,
Wednesday, January 4, 1988,



find out & cohevent typological and morphological
understanding over & limited area of Semarang (the old
Chinatown segment). This study is based on a firm Lhelief
that the functional decompoesition (as being directed by
Cthe current Development Flawn) of Zemarang will wot lead
to a better Metropolis, but certainly will dehumanize its
gocial life and will destrov its architectural quality.
as has already bkeen experienced by many aities in the
developed countries. To avoid this bad fate. it is really
necessary to divect oaur attitude and professional ism
teawards the re-composition of the city efforts. by
reintroducing the previously igrnored Architectural
dimension to the Development Flan: based on ite specific
culture, khistory. and context. )
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Figure 29
1875 - 2000

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN
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Figure 30

1975~ 2000 DEVELOPMENT 'AREAS & CENTER
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Figure 31

1975 - 2000

CIRCULATION PLAN |
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Figure 32
1975~ 2000 - MODERNISTIC DECOMPOSITION OF THECITY
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Figure 33

1975- 2000 (master plan)
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Appendix 1: INDONESIA POPULATION
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Appendix 2: CHINESE POPULATION .IN INDONESIA
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Appendix 3:

THE CHINESE IN SOUTH-EAST ASIA

THAILAND

Below: The percantage of
Manyang (overseas) Chinese —
amang the different countries
of Southeast Asia. The number
of Chinese outside China itself
prokably exceeds 30 million.
{1971 figures)
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Appendix 4

SEMARANG POPULATION
(1900-1880)
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Appendix 5

SEMARANG
Poputation Distribution
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FART II

MEEEHC-TYROLOEICAL ANALYSIE OF SEMARANG THINMATCN

The Zhinatown of Semarang
1. Local ity Level

&. Morphology

b Functions and eguipments
. Circulation and access
d. Thresholds anrnd templeas

ﬁu'Lﬁcaldty Segment Level
a. Morpheloay

e Functions and eguipments
o Dirculation and access

t2]

« Ratiomality af the Chinatouwn

“The CThinese Shop—Houée Type

1. Dwelling WUnit Level
a. Field work findings

b. Aeneral rvemarks
?
1Y, Morpholeogical evolution
2. Structure
F) . Epace use and structure
Ay . Privacgy

Y. Trajlectory and thresholds
2. Detail and Decoration level
Z. Rationality of the ﬂﬁineaa Shop—House type
a. Linearity and Concentricity

k. Management of Zpace. time. and people
c. Flesibility

Notass

The figures are arraﬁged as groups which are put at the end of each chanter.

ALl figures {exceat figure 4) and samples were drawn by Johannes Widado,
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