
CHAPTER VT 

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Conclusions 

TLc conclusions of this study are based on the statement of the problem and 

the objective of this study. This thesis is a descriptive and critical study of the 

theology of salvation of David Y onggi Cho. In the descriptive part, this study 

strove to answer two questions : What context of theology of salvation is Cho 

trying to address ? How does Cho develop his theolo!:,>y of salvation to be relevant 

to his context ? 

In the critical part, based on Cho's theology of salvation, this study 

discemed some pastoral challenges for Indonesian Christian ministers. It was 

aimed at answering the question : What pastoral values, attitudes, and direction 

can be fo\10\ved to become better ministers of the kingdom of God in the present 

context oi' Indonesia ? 
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It is the objective of this study to provide an example of how Indonesian 

Christian ministers can develop a theology of salvation which is ( 1) rooted in the 

context and contemporary experiences of the people, (2) faithful to the Christian 

Tradition, and (3) geared towards a holistic understanding of salvation. It is hoped 

that the study can offer some pastoral challenges to Indonesian Christian ministers 

to be better ministers of the kingdom of God in Indonesia at present. 

Cho's S:Jteriology U'as Addressed to a Context of People Who were Poor, Sick, 

and De1;perate 

Did this study answer those questions in the statement of the problem? Did 

this study also fulfill its objective ? first, this study saw that Cho's theology of 

salvatioc is rooted in the context and its contemporary experiences. Cho was trying 

to address a context wherein people were poor, r.ick, and desperate. In times of 

economic progress, there were other problems to be addressed :the changes in the 

traditional social structures and family system, a sense of isolation and lost of 

identity, and individualism and materialism. The Korean religious context did 

provide a fetiile soil for Cho's theology of salvation. Koreans were already open to 

the spiritual world and the personal God. They valued prayer and fasting. Korean 

Christian churches were already lay-centered since in the beginning of 

Christia11ity. Moreoever, Cho's own life experiences facihtated the development of 
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his theology of salvation. Cho's experience of poverty and sickness, his conversion 

process, and his growth with the YFGC were factors which facilitated the 

developn-..ent of his theology of salvation. 

Cho Developed His Soteriology Based on the Faith of a Good God Who 

Provides, Heals, and is Always Present 

Secondly, this study noted that Cho develops his theology of salvation as 

a concrete answer to the Korean context and to his own life experiences. Cho 

started with experiences of sickness and poverty. He asked a question : How does 

God sec the people who arc poor, sick and desperate? 

His answers were : God is a good God who created everything in the 

beginning of history for human beings. God is God who provides, heals, and is 

always present. Human beings become sick and poor because of their sins. 

Because of sin, human beings are totally corrupted and separated from God. But 

God so loved human beings that He sent His only Son to redeem human beings 

once and for all with His blood on the cross. Human beings can be saved if they 

confess their sins and proclaim Jesus Christ as th~ir personal Savior and Lord. This 

regeneration or being hom-again is the gift of the Holy Spirit. The church as the 

church of the Holy Spirit is the rnanifestation of the kingdom of God in the world. 
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In this church, Christians will experience salvation in tenns of spiritual blessings, 

material blessings, ad blessings in health. The Holy Spirit will teach and give us 

His language of visions and dreams, His fourth-dimensional living, in order that 

we may be reunited in true communion with God. The church is expecting to be 

raptured before the final tribulation. At the end, we will experience living in the 

kingdom of heaven, the new heaven and new earih, wherein God will wipe out all 

tears fi·om our eyes and we will praise and worship the Lord forever. This theology 

of salvation C<lll be explained by exploring its four structural elements : basic 

theological and anthropological principles, Christological mediation, the message 

and life style of the church, and eschatological fulfillment. 

Cho's Soteriology Offered the Pastoral Challenges of Solidarity, Fidelity, and 

Desire to Seek H1wleness 

T~.1irdly, this study showed that a critical analysis of Cho's theology of 

salvation could oiler a good example of how Indonesian Christian ministers can 

develop a theology of salvation which is rooted in the Indonesian context at 

present, faithful to the Christian Tradition, and geared towards a holistic 

understanding of salvation. It was this critical part of this study which offered 

some pastoral challenges to Indonesian Christian ministers to be better ministers of 

the kingdom of God in Indonesia at present. 
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This study also recognized Cho's theology of salvation as a valuable 

example of doing theology of salvation, however incomplete it is. We may 

disagF~~ -.vith some of his theological points, but it is clear that Cho provides some 

pastoral values, attitudes, and direction which can challenge Indonesian Christian 

ministers to be better ministers ofthe kingdom of God in the world. We learn from 

Cho the r)astoral values of solidarity and identification with people who are poor, 

sick, and desperate. We can follow his fidelity to see contemporary experiences in 

God's eyes and to encounter the bible as the Word of God and source oflife in our 

day-to-day life. He also shows his desire to seck wl10\cness in his theology of 

salvation: that is, to take salvation in all its aspects as the nonn ofhis theology; 

to develo1J a theoiogy which leads to prayer, worship, and mihopraxis especially 

in the church community; to sustain his theology with a life style which will not 

bring the motives of the minister into question; and to facilitate the experiencing of 

salvation here and now. 

In conc~usion : Cho's theology of salvation, however incomplete, can 

challenge Indonesian Christian ministers to develop a theology of salvation which 

is, according to Aloysius Pieris, explanatory (to interpret the world), creative (to 

change the world), and directional (to seek wboleness). 1 In Avery Dulles' words, 

1 See Aloysius Pieris, Fire and Water: Basic Issues in Asian Buddhism and 
L Christianity. ·Faith Meets Faith Series, with foreword by Paul F. Knitter _] 
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this theology of salvation is intellectual (to know God better), fiducial (to trust 

God more lovingly), and transfonnative (to work closer with God to transform the 

world). 2 

I bdtevc that this theology of salvation must be an Indonesian theology of 

salvation not only because it uses Indonesian resources, but also because, in a way, 

it is to better serve the Indonesian people. The salvation and liberation which they 

\viii experience in all aspects of life through the service rendered by the Indonesian 

Christian ministers will be at the same time the glorification of God. 3 In the 

conte».i of Indonesia, God's glory lies in the salvation of all Indonesians. 

Some J\,fissing Elements ofCho's Soteriology 

Cho'r. theology of salvation is, of course, incomplete. Some of the missing 

elements are a critical dialogue with culture and popular religiosity, a desire to 

(Maryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1996), 138-146. 

2 See Avery Dulles, "The Meaning of Faith Considered in Relationship to 
Justice," in The Faith That Does Justice : Examining Christian Sources for 
Social Change, Woodstock Studies 2, ed. John C.Haughey (New York : Paulist 
Press, 1977), 10-46. 

3 Luna Dingayan writes, "I d1J believe that the kind of theology we need in 
Asia today is not just a theology that can make use of Asian resources, but more 
important;y a theology that could redirect these Asian resources in a way that 
could best serve the pcvple of Asia." As quoted by Elcazru· S. Fernandez in 
Toward a Theology of Struggle (Maryknoll, New York : Orbis Books, 1994), 

174. 
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develop a theology which is for a multicultural and multireligious society, and 

a respectful dialogue and cooperation with other religions and beliefs. There 

should be also a strong awareness for the social, political, economical, ecological 

and cultural aspects of salvation and its interrelationships. Moreover, people can 

also question many aspects of his kur structural elements ofhis soteriology. 

Recommendations 

Re~ommendations ofthis study are related to the critical part of this study. 

In that critical part, this study offered some pastoral values, attitudes, and direction 

as pastoral challenges for Indonesian Christian ministers to be better ministers of 

the kingdom of God in the Indonesian context at present. These challenges arc, of 

course, to be followed with pastoral programs and activities. They must be also 

suppotied by pastoral structures and institutions which is in line with its 

underlying theology of salvation. These conccms are not within the scope of this 

study. Nevertheless, this study would like to elaborate briefly some 

rcconune:1dations in that direction. 

To Live in Solidarity with the Suffering People 

First, there is a need to concretize the pastoral values of solidarity and 

identification with the suffering people to be better ministers of the kingdom of 
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God. Th~ suffering people are "the voiceless tnmsrnitters of the Word of God. "4 

To be rooted in the concrete Indonesian context presupposes a life style of 

a Christim minister who really liYes with the people to experience their suffering 

and to jo:n their struggles to achieve a more decent and meaningful life. Then, it is 

recommended that an Indonesian Christian minister spend time with the suffering 

people, open her/his heart, listen emphatically, and learn from the people. 

To Seek the Truth with a Cormnunity 

Secondly, the search for an Indonesian theology of salvation must be the 

search of a conununity. An Indonesian Christian minister should not live and work 

alone. A Christian minister should not become a "nzessiah" for others, someone 

who provides solutions for people. The only Savior is Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A Christian minister must work together with all people from different 

backgrounds. A Christian minister is called to seek together the tru~ to be a 

co-discen1er with others. 

To Include Other Disciplines of Study and Praxis 

Thirdly, an Indonesian Christian minister should also include other 

disciplines of study and praxis to enhance her/his ministry. Theology must walk 

4 Cf. Pieris, 128. 

L _j 



2381 

together with sociology, psychology, anthropology, economics, politics, law, and 

technology so as to bridge theory and practice. Since not one discipline of study 

and nor one single practitioner is able to respond to all the needs of people in the 

context, it is affinnative for a minister to join communities, movements, groups, 

institutions which promote this cmmnunal discernment and actions. 

To Go into Concrete Actions with Faith in God 

Finally, the ~earch for wholeness, holistic salvation, teaches us about the 

actual1ty and eschatology of salvation. We are still expecting the fulfillment of 

salvation ;n the future. But here and now we already want to experience salvation 

be it onl~r' in km-:.s of moments and fi"agments. Hence, Indonesian Christian 

ministers must mov~ beyond listening to and understanding the suffering people 

and join communities which promote communal discenunent and actions. In other 

words, they should go into concrete actions. The nnemployed need jobs and not 

only theology. Th0 oppressed need freedom and not only preaching. The 

marginalized need equal rights and not only prayer. 

At the same time, as Christian ministers, they are aware that the concrete 

programs fix helping people to experience salvation here and now are not the only 

things which matter. There should be a basis and direction to be continously 

remembered. The basis and the direction is God, the God of all, who wants all 

L _j 



2391 

human beings to have a meaningf,Il and abund:1nt life. Christian ministers know 

that there is no genuine human salvation and redemption without God. And they 

believe that this God will not let them down. 
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