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Chapter IV

Conclusion

In answering the question “How is the politics of citizenship affecting the security of

stateless and refugee communities in Indonesia during the Covid-19 pandemic?”, the

key finding of this research is that the politics of citizenship was proven to provide

grounds for exclusion in the security protection of refugees in Indonesia during the

pandemic.

Multiple accounts and official statements from government officials show that the

stateless persons and refugees in Indonesia during the pandemic were proven to be

treated unequally on the basis of their citizenship, or lack thereof. The protection from

human security threats provided by Indonesia as a state and a security provider was

still mostly aimed towards their own citizens, not accounting stateless persons and

refugees in various cases.

This further proves that the current system we have regarding citizenship

unintentionally undermines human rights as the politics of citizenship create a group

of people who are citizens therefore with rights, and a group of people who are not

citizens and therefore without rights. It was proven that their political identity still

affected the rights they could claim. Their citizenship status still became a source of

consideration in how much protection they could get, and it also affected their

position on the government’s priority list.
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Stateless communities and refugees were already in a state of insecurity to begin with,

but this lack of citizenship further boosted their vulnerability to security threats. The

writer argues that the lack of citizenship became the root cause of their inability to

claim protection and security protection from the state they are residing in. Without

the right to rights, they can only depend on humanitarian aid from non-governmental

organizations and a government without any legal obligation for the fulfillment of all

their needs.

Although equal treatment of persons disregarding their citizenship is ideal, it is not

realistic and it may be impossible to execute as seen in this case. States have the

option of not signing the international conventions and protocols which would legally

bind them to treat citizens and refugees or stateless persons with full equality.

Indonesia as a non-signatory state is accepting these communities but they are not

bound to give more than the basic human rights they are capable of providing.

Indonesia has no legal obligation to treat stateless persons and refugees as they would

treat their own citizens. Throughout the pandemic the government was struggling to

provide for its own citizens, and they have their own vulnerable populations to handle

as well. The government had no choice but to create prioritization and to protect their

own citizens first.

Instead of solely questioning why the government’s prioritization and treatment was

based on citizenship status, it is also important to realize that our current citizenship

system is what enabled this exclusion in the first place. The case of the pandemic is

only shining light on the deep systematic issue these communities face. As long as

stateless persons and refugees still exist, the current system should be analyzed further
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to prevent the lack of a citizenship becoming a source of threat and grounds for

exclusion of the protection of this vulnerable population.

It was the lack of political membership that became a barrier to security as stateless

persons and refugees as semi-citizens became unentitled to the security and service

that individuals with functioning citizenships would be entitled to.

Although the Indonesian government does not have any legal obligations towards

these communities, it is important for the state to ensure their security for the sake of

the security of their own citizens. These communities are located in Indonesia and are

interacting with their citizens. By protecting stateless persons and refugees from the

pandemic, the Indonesian government will be protecting their own citizens as well.

Further research should be conducted for a variety of concerns. In Indonesia, the

bureaucracy and administration limits of the handling of stateless persons and

refugees should be further analyzed. The case of the pandemic has shown that

inconsistencies on protocols are evident and there is a level of uncertainty on which

government bodies are responsible for protecting stateless persons and refugees, and

what they are legally allowed to do.

Research on the conditions of stateless persons and refugees in Indonesia could also

be further developed. The writer found numerous inconsistencies between data from

government bodies and non-government organizations, as well as inconsistencies

between public statements made by officials compared to refugee accounts.
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Current data on stateless persons are still limited, further undermining their

protection. With more information on stateless persons and refugees, the system of

their handling in Indonesia could be further analyzed to further understand root issues

and what can be done to solve them.
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