CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION

V.1 Conclusion

Based on the results of the analysis and discussion that the writer has
provided in the previous chapters, it can be concluded that Human Rights are rights
inherent to all human beings regardless of things such as race, gender, religion,
status, and so on and is attached to all human beings, in which case every human
being has the freedom to express opinions and criticize which is a right that cannot
be dismissed by anyone. Furthermore, freedom of speech is a fundamental human
right that is recognized and protected by various international and national legal
frameworks. It is a crucial element of democratic societies and plays a vital role in
promoting the exchange of ideas, fostering open debate, and protecting individual
autonomy. However, it can be subject to certain limitations to balance it with other
important interests such as national security, public order, public health, the rights
and reputations of others, and the protection of moral values.

The mass media is a powerful and pervasive force in our modern world,
covering a multitude of communication channels that connect and influence a vast
audience. From the traditional realms of broadcasting and print media to the rapidly
evolving landscape of digital platforms, mass media plays an integral role in
shaping our understanding of the world. Furthermore, the mass media in Russia
plays a pivotal role in shaping public opinion, disseminating information, and
influencing political and social discourse. However, the Russian government's
approach to mass media has been marred by an increasing number of restrictions
and limitations, raising concerns about the state of press freedom and freedom of
expression in the country. Despite constitutional guarantees and international
obligations to protect these rights, the Russian government has implemented
various measures that curtail the independence and diversity of the mass media
landscape.

The condition of mass media in Russia does not have the freedom to
circulate information freely due to the Russian government possessing a significant

amount of authority to suppress any form of speech due to ambiguous extremism
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laws in the Criminal Code of The Russian Federation, particularly in Articles 142,
207, 280, and 282 which specifically targets journalists/ the mass media critical to
the Russian government. However, these action by the Russian government is
justifiable to maintain tight control over Russia’s political environment and to keep
President Vladimir Putin as reigning President for a significant amount of time.
Furthermore, these actions taken by the Russian government are to suppress the
mass media for national security concerns, to protect the country from terrorism,
and extremism, and to maintain political stability. In addition, by controlling the
mass media, the Russian government is preserving social cohesion and stability
within the country, and unrestricted freedom of speech in the mass media could lead
to the spread of harmful ideologies that may disrupt society. With this, the Russian
government manipulates public discrimination towards the government and
suppresses the alternative viewpoints of the public while also maintaining control
of the information circulated and received by the public.

Furthermore, while there are unilateral sanctions given to Russia due to their
aggression towards Ukraine, there are always loopholes in these sanctions in
which Russia are capable of finding ways economically, diplomatically, and so on
to keeptheir country afloat by doing so. In addition to this, with Russia having a
seat in the UN Security Council as well as no longer being a part of the European
Councilthey are not capable of being sanctioned thus far, and due to international
human rights legal instruments not having legally binding power, these
instruments heavily rely on member states to pose sanctions towards Russia.

Furthermore, even with the existence of international human rights legal
instruments safeguarding the freedom of speech as well as the protection of
journalists and other media outlets, Russia disregards these legally and non-legally
binding instruments which causes a challenge for journalists and other media outlets
to carry out their profession in which journalists often face censorship, and their
content is suppressed or banned. Furthermore, frequently there can be a biased
narrative that aligns with government interests, which in turn limits the diversity of

viewpoints available to the public.
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