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ABSTRACT 

Name  : Raynard Christian 

Student ID : 6091801115 

Title   : The Implication of Sino-,QGLDQ�&RPSHWLWLRQ��,QGLD¶V�5HVSRQVH�

towards the Rise of China in South Asia  

 

7KH�PDLQ� REMHFWLYH� RI� WKLV� UHVHDUFK� LV� WR� DQDO\VH� ,QGLD� EHKDYLRXU� WRZDUGV�&KLQD¶V�
growing presence in South Asia. China has been increasing their presence through their 
economic solutions for the countries in South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region. 
Although China is mainly doing economic activities, but India shows the tendency to 
response China by doing a more active political-military activities. The main puzzle 
that should be answered is ZK\� &KLQD¶V� HFRQRPLF� DSSURDFK� LQ� 6RXWK� $VLD-Indian 
Ocean region is responded by India through political-military acts. In analysing the 
puzzle, threat perception theory is used so that able to explaLQ�,QGLD¶V�EHKDYLRXU� This 
thesis found that &KLQD¶V�HFRQRPLF�DFWLYLWLHV�were perceived by India as a threat for 
their national interests and weakens their status as great power in the region. India look 
themselves as the natural leader of South Asia and the Indian Ocean Region and want 
it to remain.  

 
Keywords: China, India, Region, South Asia, Indian Ocean, Economic, Political-
Military, Threat Perception. 
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ABSTRAK 

Nama  : Raynard Christian 

NPM  : 6091801115 

Judul   : The Implication of Sino-,QGLDQ�&RPSHWLWLRQ��,QGLD¶V�5HVSRQVH�

towards the Rise of China in South Asia 

 
 

Tujuan utama dari riset ini adalah untuk menganalisa perilaku India terhadap 
perkembangan presensi Tiongkok di Asia Selatan. Tiongkok telah meningkatkan 
presensinya di Asia Selatan melalui berbagai solusi ekonomi bagi negara-negara 
kawasan Asia Selatan dan Samudera Hindia. Meskipun Tiongkok mengutamakan 
kegiatan ekonomi, namun India memberikan respon yang cenderung lebih aktif dalam 
sektor politik-militer. Pertanyaan utama yang perlu dijelaskan dalam riset ini adalah 
mengapa pendekatan ekonomi Tiongkok ke kawasan Asia Selatan-Samudera Hindia 
direspon melalui kegiatan politik-militer oleh India. Dalam melakukan analisa, teori 
persepsi ancaman digunakan agar dapat menjelaskan perilaku India. Penelitian ini 
menemukan bahwa aktivitas ekonomi Tiongkok dipersepsikan oleh India sebagai 
ancaman karena mengancam kepentingan nasional serta status India sebagai negara 
kuat dalam kawasan. India melihat dirinya sebagai pemimpin natural kawasan Asia 
Selatan dan Samudera Hindia dan hal tersebut merupakan hal yang harus 
dipertahankan. 

 
Kata Kunci: Tiongkok, India, Kawasan, Asia Selatan, Samudera Hindia, Ekonomi, 
Politik-Militer, Persepsi Ancaman. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

1.1. Background 

Since the 1962 border war, India has a deep-rooted relationship with China. 

Aside from economics, the quest for territory and resources had much characterized 

the rivalry of both countries. The 1962 war was an attempt by China to put India in its 

place once and for all. However, it was failed and India succeed to recover from the 

war and done a rapid economic and military growth in the last two decades.1 It all 

stacked until the 21th century, in which China seeks to project and increase their 

financial muscle in South Asia to conquer the region. Not only aiming to keep 

improving their leverage through economic activity, but also to take control over many 

crucial ports in South Asia. $V�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�3UHVLGHQW�;L�-LQSLQJ�EHJDQ��3HRSOH¶V�

Republic of China announced their mega-project to the world, known as the Maritime 

Silk Road Initiative (MSRI) and Silk Road Economic Belt (SREB) which then 

famously called Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). This initiative was inspired from the 

ancient maritime Silk Road which was purposely created to enable trade of goods and 

 
1 T. V. Paul ed., The China-India Rivalry in the Globalization Era, (Washington DC: Georgetown 
University Press, 2008), pp. 7 
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services by embracing and strengthening the connectivity through the world.2 Hence 

why BRI involves dozens of infrastructures construction investments both on the land 

and sea; airports, bridges, pipelines, power plants, railways, roads, and harbors. 

Moreover, China also seeks of soft infrastructure development as well such as people-

to-people exchanges, institutions, trade links, and communication policy through BRI. 

In short, the Initiative is conducted in a political-economical approaches. Especially 

towards South Asia countULHV�ZKLFK�LV�RQH�RI�&KLQD¶V�WRS�SULRULWies. 

7KH� LQLWLDO� JRDO� RI�%5,� LV� WR� ERRVW�&KLQD¶V� HFRQRP\� WKURXJK� RSHQLQJ� WKHLU�

existing or new markets; reduce tariff and non-tariff barriers, cutting transportation cost 

through improving connectivity, integrate traGLQJ�DFWLYLWLHV��LQFUHDVH�&KLQD¶V�IRUHLJQ�

direct investment (FDI), and many more. %5,� PD\� KHOS� &KLQD¶V� HFRQRPLF� E\�

bolstering its participants economies.3 Therefore, many of them have crucial economic 

issues. For instance, poor economic connectivity and isolated market, terrific capital 

shortages, and weak infrastructure.4 To achieve that, warmer relations with various 

countries in South Asia such as Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka through political and 

HFRQRPLF�DSSURDFKHV�KDV�EHHQ�RQH�RI�&KLQD¶V�PDLQ�JRals through the initiative. The 

UHDVRQ�LV�WR�HQDEOH�&KLQD�GHOLYHUV�WKHLU�FDSDFLW\�DQG�ORFNLQJ�WKHLU�SDUWLFLSDQWV¶�YLHZ�VR�

that sees China as their source of economic problems solutions.  

 
2 Berlie, Jean A., &KLQD¶V�*OREDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�WKH�%HOW�DQG�5RDG�,QLWLDWLYH��Palgrave Macmillan: 
Switzerland, 2020, pp. 13 
3 Blanchard, Jean-Marc F. ed., &KLQD¶V�0DULWLPH�6LON�5RDG�,QLWLDWLYH�DQG�6RXWK�Asia (California: 
Palgrace Macmillan, 2018), pp. 81 
4 Wang, &ORVHU�/RRN��µ([SHUWV�6D\�0DULWLPH�6LON�5RDG�:LOO�6WLPXODWH�(FRQRPLF�3RWHQWLDO�RI�
'HYHORSLQJ�&RXQWULHV¶��Xinhuanet, February 9, 2015, https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/business/2015-
02/10/content_19543786.htm (Accessed October 3 2021) 
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Other than countries in South Asia region, the surrounding of it also delivers 

strategic importance for China, which is the Indian Ocean. The ocean is one of 

LQWHUQDWLRQDO�WUDGH¶V�PDLQ�URXWH�ZKLFK�HQFORVHG�RQ�WKUHH�VLGHV��PDNLQJ�WKH�HQWU\�SRLQW�

more valuable for countries that are able to gain control over the chokepoints hence has 

the capacity to deny their rivals access to ports in the region.5 As so, China is one of 

those country that highly value the strategic importance of Indian Ocean. Over the last 

GHFDGHV��&KLQD¶V�LQWHUHVW�RQ�WKH�RFHDQ�KDV�EHHQ�JURZLQJ, specifically in order to protect 

its trading routes across the northern Indian Ocean. Previously, China has little-to-no 

material naval presence in the region. However, its naval presence, particularly in 

connection with anti-piracy, has been growing as their amount of trade passing the 

route increasing in the last few decades.  In addition to the last paragraph points, China 

also use their warmer relations with South Asian countries so that they gain access to 

increase their anti-piracy naval presence in the region. This is due to their geography 

disadvantage which has long distances from its home ports in the Pacific. Therefore, 

China shows their dependency towards the strategic importance of Indian Ocean to 

secure their plan in succeeding BRI initiative globally and economic interest 

domestically. 

(YHQ�WKRXJK�&KLQD¶V�DFWLYLW\�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�is not limited with economic sector, 

but connectivity and infrastructure projects are at the top of the wish list for all South 

 
5 Ibid. &KLQD¶V�0DULWLPH�6LON�5RDG�,QLWLDWLYH�DQG�6RXWK�Asia, pp. 56 
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Asian countries and have become area of cooperation with China.6 This way, China is 

establishing and growing their presence in the region to fulfill their interests under the 

umbrella of BRI initiatives. It is true that China also conducted several military 

cooperation with South Asian countries such as nuclear agreement with Pakistan. 

However, economic approaches through BRI are the most influential one for countries 

in the area as it is aligned with the interest of the region. 

1.2. Problem Identification 

&KLQD¶V�HFRQRPLF�LQLWLDWLYH�KDV�FUHDWHG�QXPHURXV�FRRSHUDWLRQ�ZLWK�6RXWK�$VLD�

countries. But not with India even when India¶V domestic infrastructure and economy 

has been far less successful than China and several other Asian countries. Therefore, 

the presence of MSRI in South Asia has opened more economic opportunities for 

Indian businesses and policymakers. Improving capacity and efficiency for major 

Indian ports could delivers huge economic impact for India, a state that is suffering 

from operational inefficiencies and capacity shortages, resulting market lost in various 

way. However, Indian decision makers view Chinese investment with skepticism. 

&KLQD¶V�JURZLQJ�SUHVHQFH� DQG�FDSDFLW\� LQ� WKH�6RXWK�$VLD-Indian Ocean Region has 

been a major concern for India. Due to its geographic position, India considers itself as 

the leading Indian Ocean state and the natural leader of the region. It perceives the 

 
6 Pal, Deep, &KLQD¶V�,QIOXHQFH�LQ�6RXWK�$VLD��9XOQHUDELOLWLHV�DQG�5HVLOLHQFH�LQ�)RXU�&RXQWULHV, 21 
October 2021, Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/10/13/china-s-influence-in-south-asia-vulnerabilities-and-
resilience-in-four-countries-pub-85552 [Accessed 15 January 2022] 
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presence of extra-regional naval powers, in particular China, as essentially 

illegitimate.7 8QLTXHO\�� &KLQD¶V� DFWLYLWLHV� LQ� WKH� UHJLRQ� ZKLFK� PRVWO\� GRQH� IRU�

economic purposes have been responded by India in a different spectrum. In 

rHVSRQGLQJ� WRZDUGV� &KLQD¶V� SUHVHQFH�� 1HZ� 'HOKL¶V� KDV� GRQH� VHYHUDO� DFWLRQV��

particularly through diplomatic engagement with strategic countermeasures, military 

development, and policy. In short, India responding in a political-military spectrum for 

&KLQD¶V�political-economic approaches to the region. 

In 2014, as Prime Minister Modi Narendra came into power, India began to 

project their brand new foreign policy, Act East Policy (AEP). AEP is an upgraded 

form of Look East Policy (LEP), which India was not only looking to east, but starting 

to take concrete actions. AEP focuses in the Asia-Pacific region, with the goals to 

HVWDEOLVK� DQG� VWUHQJWKHQ� ,QGLD¶V� VWUDWHJLF� SDUWQHUVKLS�ZLWK� FRXQWULHV� LQ� WKH� WDUJHWHG�

region. Even though the expectation of many countries in Asia-Pacific region has fallen 

VKRUW�WRZDUGV�,QGLD¶V�UROH�GXH�WR�WKH�UHVXOW�RI�/(3��Prime Minister Modi has addressed 

,QGLD¶V�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�assure countries in the region that India would improve its role 

and performance.8 'HVSLWH�$(3¶V�ILYH�PDLQ�SROLF\�directions which include economic 

DJHQGD�DQG�VRIW�SRZHU��$(3¶V�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�KDV�GRPLQDQWO\�FRORXUHG�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO�

and military activity. By doing so, India pursues to strengthen its ties with Indo-Pacific 

and North Eastern Region (NER) countries, increasing connectivity between countries.  

 
7 David Brewster ed., (2018), India and China at Sea, (New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2018), pp. 
46. 
8 Act East Policy, pp. 205 
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By strengthening and increasing the connectivity, India creates an opening to 

pursue another area of focus in the AEP, which is defence and security. This can be 

shown through MEA Annual Report 2014-15, stating that connectivity, security, and 

regional integration is the priority.9 Under AEP, India also improve its strategic 

partnerships with numerous countries, including Australia, Japan, Vietnam, Indonesia, 

and Singapore. Moreover, India also shifted its stance in defence policy hence show its 

commitment towards ASEAN countries to help them improve their defence capacity. 

While helping ASEAN countries to modernize their military, India also became bolder 

on its stance in South China Sea issue, expressing its concern towards Chinese 

aggressive behaviour. Previously, India never shows bold stance towards the issue, 

playing safe between edges. 8QGHU� WKH�$(3��PDQ\� RI� ,QGLD¶V� JDSV� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV�

policy have been advanced, such as upgrading bilateral relations, integration regional 

and multilateral forum, visits, and engagement.  

,QGLD¶V relationship with the region regarding defence and security has been 

VLJQLILFDQWO\�HQKDQFHG�GXULQJ�3ULPH�0LQLVWHU�0RGL¶V� ILUVW�SHULRG�RI� OHDGHUVKLS��7KH�

quadrilateral (Quad) strategic cooperation between India, Japan, United States, and 

Australia have been revived in November 2017. For India, this is not only delivers 

advantages in building its capabilities, but also provide more options in handling its 

challenges. 1HZ� 'HOKL¶V� DFWLYLW\� DUH� ZD\� PRUH� SRZHUIXO� QRZ� LQ� LQIOXHQFLQJ� DQG�

shaping its eastward engagement than in the past. The difference is that, even though 

 
9 Ibid. pp. 218 
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,QGLD�ZDV�WDNLQJ�PDQ\�SRVLWLYH�LQLWLDWLYHV��WKH�UHVXOW�ZDV�QRW�VKRZLQJ�,QGLD¶V�VWDQFH�

nor its opposition. But now, India bravely showing its concerns and expressions, taking 

more bold and risky decision. As the result, US clearly expressed that now they 

welcome India as an emerging global power leader and is US strong strategic and 

defence partner.   

Other than its foreign activities that put much attention towards connectivity, 

security, and regional integration, India have been reforming its domestic military and 

security.  In 2014, Prime Minister Modi stated that India now will abandon its 

³DQ\WKLQJ�JRHV´�DSSURDFK�DQG�PRYH�,QGLD¶V�GHIHQFH�VHFWRU�WR�EHFRPH�PRUH�FRPSHWHQW��

agile, and competitive.10 ,Q�DFKLHYLQJ�WKDW��0RGL¶V�JRYHUQPHQW�HVWDEOLVKHG�WKUHH�QHZ�

committees to put focus on reshaping defence spending allocation, galvanizing defence 

procurement, and five sub-committees to evaluate and engage more in the private 

sectors.11 Lastly, India in 2015 decided to publish a new maritime strategy. Within that 

new policy, India has made several changes such as weaponized and train Indian 

ILVKHUPHQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�PDNLQJ�SULYDWH�,QGLDQ�ILUPV�DV�SULRULW\�LQ�VRXUFLQJ�,QGLD¶V�GHIHQFH�

needs, so that 40% of local needs must be coming from India itself.12 In doing so, India 

significantly enhanced their defence capability both in land and sea. Hence, even 

 
10 ³:DNLQJ�WKH�%HDVW��,QGLD¶V�'HIHQVH�5HIRUPV�8QGHU�0RGL´��7KH�'LSORPDW�����'HFHPEHU�������
https://thediplomat.com/2016/12/waking-the-beast-indias-defense-reforms-under-modi/ [Accessed on 
5 October 2021] 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid.  
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though India also conducted several economic initiative, cooperation, and activity, but 

the main nuance of India¶V�IRUHLJQ�DIIDLUV�LV�FRORXUHG�E\�SROLWLFDO-security approach.  

 

1.2.1 Problem Limitation 

The main issues that will be discussed in this research are India's behaviour and 

UHVSRQVH�WRZDUGV�&KLQD¶V�DSSURDFK�LQ�6RXWK�$VLD�DQG�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�5HJLRQ��$V�&KLQD�

anG�,QGLD¶V�ULYDOU\�WR�JHW�WKH�VWDWXV�RI�$VLD¶V�JUHDW�SRZHU�KDV�EHJXQ�VLQFH���th century, 

WKLV�UHVHDUFK�PDLQO\�IRFXVHV�RQ�WKH� WLPHIUDPH�ZKHQ�1DUHQGUD�0RGL��,QGLD¶V�HOHFWHG�

Prime Minister, first period of leadership.  

1.2.2 Research Question  

 In international relations dynamics, hard power often responded by hard power, 

DQG�VRIW�SRZHU�XVXDOO\�UHVSRQGHG�E\�VRIW�SRZHU��+RZHYHU��LW�VHHPV�WKDW�,QGLD¶V�UHDFW�

&KLQD¶V� HFRQRPLF� DSSURDFK� LQ� 6RXWK� $VLD-Indian Ocean region through political-

military behaviour. Hence, the main question that will be answered throughout this 

WKHVLV� LV� ³ZK\�&KLQD¶V� HFRQRPLF�DSSURDFK� LQ�6RXWK�$VLD-Indian Ocean region is 

responded by India through political-military acts?´.  

1.3. Objective of Research and Practical Usage of Research 

1.3.1 Objective of Research 

7KH�REMHFWLYH�RI� WKLV� UHVHDUFK� LV� WR� DQDO\VH� ,QGLD¶V� EHKDYLRXU� LQ� UHVSRQGLQJ�

&KLQD¶V�DSSURDFK�LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKHLU�VWDWXV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ� The hypothesis of this 
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research assume that India do political-military response towards China because India 

VHHN�WR�EH�RQH�RI�$VLD¶V�JUHDW�SRZHU�DQG�&KLQD¶V�DFWLYLW\�LQ�6RXWK�$VLD�JLYH�WKUHDW�

WRZDUGV�,QGLD¶V�DPELWLRQ� %\�DQDO\VLQJ�,QGLD¶V�SHUFHSWLRQ��LW�FDQ�KHOSV�XV�WR�VHH�ZKDW�

NLQG�RI�WKUHDW�WKDW�&KLQD¶V�SRVHG�WRZDUGV�,QGLD�DQG�KRZ�,QGLD�SHUFHive it. Finally, we 

FDQ�VHH�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�IDFWRUV�WKDW�DIIHFW�,QGLD¶V�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHU�DQG�VHH�ZK\�,QGLD�GHFLGH�

so.  

1.3.2. Practical Usage of Research 

:ULWHU�KRSHV�WKDW�WKLV�UHVHDUFK�ZRXOG�EH�DEOH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�,QGLD¶V�EHKDYLRXU�

as a country that perceive itself as rising power in the Asia region, especially in IOR. 

Moreover, the writer hopes this research will be able to contribute towards the 

discussion of India-China dynamics, as both India and China has a long history of 

relationship.  With the result of this research, this writer hopes to give more perspective 

about the development of Asia politics, security, and activities in regards to great power 

dynamics, so that further assessment towards the region's security issues could be more 

comprehensive.  

1.4. Literature Review 

The analyse of this research is highly influenced and benefitted from the 

previous analyses done by different scholars with different points of view that assess 

,QGLD¶V� SROLF\� LQ� UHVSRQGLQJ� &KLQD¶V� DFWLYLW\� LQ� 6RXWK� $VLD-Indian Ocean region. 

Hence, this subchapter will contain those analyses that have become part of the 
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foundation of this research. The debate within this discussion is that some of scholars 

EHOLHYHG�WKDW�,QGLD¶V�LVVXHV�ZLWK�&KLQD�LV�WKH�IDFWRU�WKDW�LQIOXHQFHG�,QGLD¶V�EHKDYLRXU�

in conducting their foreign affairs, while others believe that the quest of becoming great 

power is the main factor. 

First, Manjeet S. Pardesi argued WKDW� ,QGLD¶V�SROLF\� WRZDUGV�&KLQD� LV�PDLQO\�

influenced by a combination of systemic and domestic-level factors. In his text titled 

,QGLD¶V� &KLQD� 3ROLF\, written that India would prefer to deal with China as an 

µLQGHSHQGHQW¶�JUHDW�SRZHU�DQG�KHQFH�ZK\�EXLOGLQJ-up its own economic and military 

capability.13 Even though India and China has a better commercial relationship since 

1988, but it is not clear whether their growing ties will end up as peaceful relations 

EHWZHHQ� $VLD¶V� ULVLQJ� SRZHUV� RU� QRW�� 0DQMHHW� VHHV� WKDW� WKHLU� ERUGHU� GLVSXWHV� DQG�

&KLQD¶V�PDVVLYH�LQYHVWPHQW� LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�KDYH�PDGH�WKH� relationship becomes more 

complicated than ever. Moreover, Pakistan also becomes the factor that affects China-

,QGLD� UHODWLRQV�� ,WV� JURZLQJ�PLOLWDU\� FDSDELOLW\� WKDW� FDPH� IURP�&KLQD¶V� VXSSRUW� KDV�

VKDSHG�,QGLD¶V�PLOLWDU\�GRFWULQH��WKDW�ZLOO�SUHSDUH�IRU�D�µWZo-IURQW�ZDU¶�DJDLQVW�&KLQD�

and Pakistan and or either Pakistan or China for the border disputes.14 Lastly, India is 

KLJKO\�ZRUU\�DERXW�&KLQD¶V�JURZLQJ�QDYDO�SUHVHQFH�LQ�,QGLDQ�2FHDQ�5HJLRQ��'HVSLWH�

RI�DOO�&KLQD¶V�SRUWV�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�IRU�FRPPHUFLDO�SXUSRVHV��EXW�,QGLD�VHHV�WKDW�&KLQD¶V�

SUHVHQFH�PD\�VRRQ�EHFRPH�D�WKUHDW�IRU�,QGLD¶V�QDYDO�VWDWXV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��7KHUHIRUH��

 
13 Ganguly, Sumit ed., Engaging the World: Indian Foreign Policy Since 1947, (Oxford University 
Press: New Delhi, 2016), pp. 155 
14 Ibid. pp. 169 
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,QGLD¶V� SROLF\� WRZDUGV� &KLQD� QRZ� LV� PRUH� GULYHQ� E\� VWUXFWXUDO� IDFWRUV� UDWKHU� WKDQ�

economic considerations. 

Next, C. Raja Mohan argues in his book titled 0RGL¶V� :RUOG� Expanding 

,QGLD¶V�6SKHUH�RI�,QIOXHQFH�chapter five, WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�WKUHH�IDFWRUV�WKDW�VKDSHG�,QGLD¶V�

SROLF\�WRZDUGV�&KLQD¶V�DSSURDFK��)LUVW�LV�&KLQD¶V�JURZLQJ�SUHVHQFH�DQG�FDSDELOLW\�LQ�

the region.15 By the time Modi took charge, ,QGLD¶V�*'3�DQG�DQQXDO�GHIHQFH�VSHQGLQJ�

ZHUH� QHDUO\� IRXU� WLPHV� ORZHU� RI� %HLMLQJ¶V�� &OHDUO\� WKLV� VLWXDWLRQ� LQGLFDWHV� WKDW� WKH�

PLOLWDU\�EDODQFH�DQG�OHYHUDJH�LV�LQ�%HLMLQJ¶V�IDYRXU��+HQFH�&KLQD�KDYH�PRUH�UHVRXUFH�

to shape new dynDPLFV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�VR�WKDW�LQ�IDYRU�IRU�WKHP��SXWWLQJ�,QGLD¶V�FHQWUDOLW\�

on the line. Second is geographical location of players in the region.16 In recent years, 

,QGLD�MXVW�KDV�ILQDOO\�ZRNHQ�XS�WR�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQ�RI�&KLQD¶V�GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV�LQ�

the subcontinent and hence, India must discard any residual notion to be able to build 

D�GHWHUUHQFH�PHFKDQLVP�DJDLQVW�&KLQD¶V�LQIOXHQFH�LQ�LWV�QHLJKERXUKood. Third is a new 

dynamism in great power relations.17 In the middle of last decade, China has 

VXFFHVVIXOO\� EHFRPHV� WKH� ZRUOG¶V� IRUHPRVW� WUDGLQJ� QDWLRQ� ZLWK� LQFUHGLEO\� PRUH�

SRZHUIXO� QDY\� WKDW� FDQ� UHGHILQH� ,QGLD¶V� PDULWLPH� HQYLURQPHQW�� $W� WKH� VDPH� WLPH��

CKLQD¶V�ZDUPHU�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�86�DQG�-DSDQ�KDV�SXW�,QGLD�WR�EH�PDUJLQDOL]HG�RQ�WKH�

$VLDQ�EDODQFH�RI�SRZHU��+RZHYHU��,QGLD�IRUHVHH�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�EH�RQH�RI�$VLD¶V�JUHDW�

power and seek for the capability to do so. ,Q�GRLQJ�VR��1HZ�'HOKL¶V�WUDQVIRUPHG�LWV�

 
15 Mohan, C. Raja, 0RGL¶V�:RUOG��([SDQGLQJ�,QGLD¶V�6SKHUH�RI�,QIOXHQFH��(HarperCollins Publishers 
India: India, 2015), Pp. 97 
16 Ibid. pp. 100 
17 Ibid. pp. 99 
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approDFK�WR�&KLQD�DQG�WKH�UHJLRQ�WR�EH�DEOH�WXUQ�LW�WR�,QGLD¶V�DGYDQWDJH�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�

as well as improve its centrality in Asia. 

 On the other hand, Harsh V. Pant argues in his text titled India Foreign Policy: 

An Overview, that ,QGLD¶V�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�LV�DLPHG�to significantly increase its regional 

profile.18 As of now, China is too big and powerful to be ignored by countries in the 

UHJLRQ��'XH�WR�WKDW�IDFW��PDQ\�VWDWHV�DOVR�H[SHFWLQJ�,QGLD�WR�DFW�DV�D�EDODQFHU�IRU�&KLQD¶V�

growing influence. In order to live up to that expectation, India are now seeking to 

H[SDQG� WKHLU� VWUDWHJLF�VSDFH�E\�UHDFKLQJ�RXW� WR� WKHLU� µHDVW�QHLJKERULQJ� FRXQWULHV¶� WR�

establish more strategic partnership.19  By actively promoting and participating in 

regional and multilateral initiatives, New Delhi is developing strong security linkages 

with the region, creating more room for them to maintain its regional status or even 

improving it. (YHQ�WKRXJK�,QGLD�KDV�LPSOHPHQWHG�LWV�µHDVW�SROLF\¶�IRU�D�ORQJ�WLPH��WKHLU�

foreign policy tended to ignore (DVW�DQG�6RXWKHDVW�$VLD�UHJLRQ��3UHYLRXVO\��,QGLD�GLGQ¶W�

even express their stance towards South China Sea border disputes. However, since 

1DUHQGUD�0RGL¶V�JRYHUQPHQW�WRRN�FKDUJH��WKH\�KDYH�PDGH�LW�FOHDU�WKDW�KLV�JRYHUQPHQW�

will prioritized East and Southeast Asia more than ever, making China and India more 

engaged in the regional status contestation.20 Therefore, India has made deeper 

engagement in with countries such as Japan, South Korea, Vietnam, Indonesia, and 

 
18 Pant, Harsh V., India Foreign Policy: An Overview, (Manchester University Press: Manchester, 
2016), pp. 147 
19 Ibid. pp. 146 
20 Ibid. pp. 137 



 13 

other countries in the region to live up tR�LWV�IXOO�SRWHQWLDO�DQG�WKH�UHJLRQ¶V�H[SHFWDWLRQ�

RQ�WKHP�DV�&KLQD¶V�EDODQFHU�� 

 Lastly, Manjeet S. Pardesi through his text titled ,QGLD¶V�&KLQD�VWUDWHJ\�XQGHU�

Modi continuity in the management of an asymmetric rivalry argued that India has 

adopted a mixed strategy toward its asymmetric rival China which includes cooperation 

DW� PXOWLODWHUDO� OHYHO�� FRPSHWLWLRQ� DW� WKH� UHJLRQDO� OHYHO�� UHMHFWLRQ� WRZDUGV� &KLQD¶V�

unilateral initiative, and deterrence.21 He further said, the ultimate aim of India is not 

to promote American primacy, but instead to enable its own transformation into a great 

power in a multipolar Asia.22 Hence why, India has been avoiding to issue any formal 

PDWWHUV�WRZDUGV�&KLQD�VR�WKDW�QRW�SURYRNLQJ�&KLQD�DQG�SXW�,QGLD¶V�FRUH�LQWHUHVWV�RQ�WKH�

edge. India even seems ready to cooperate with China wherever needed. Even, India 

still has a considerable cooperative relation in bilateral trade with China during 

Narendra Modi Era. In 2018-������&KLQD�LV�,QGLD¶V�ELJJHVW�WUDGLQJ�SDUWQHU��UHDFKLQJ�D�

total trade of $11.8,06 billion.23 However, this amount of trade shows the asymmetric 

commercial relation between these two countries. For China, India is only their tenth-

ODUJHVW�WUDGH�SDUWQHU��'XH�WR�WKH�DV\PPHWULFDO�UHODWLRQV��SRZHU�FDSDELOLW\��DQG�&KLQD¶V�

rising presence, India conducts a policy that helps them do balancing as a survival 

mechanism. 

 
21 Pardesi, Manjeet S., ,QGLD¶V�&KLQD�6WUDWHJ\�8QGHU�0RGL�&RQWLQXLW\�LQ�WKH�0DQDJHPHQW�RI�DQ�
Asymmetric Rivalry, International Politics Journal no. 41311, 27 April 2021, 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1057/s41311-021-00287-3 [Accessed 22 October 2021] 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid.  



 14 

 This research supports WKH�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�,QGLD¶V�EHKDYLRU�LV�PDLQO\�GULYHQ�E\�

,QGLD¶V�DPELWLRQ�WR�EH�UHJLRQDO�JUHDW�SRZHU�DQG�QH[W��JOREDO�JUHDW�SRZHU��,QWHUQDWLRQDO�

VWDWXV�LV�WKH�PRVW�SURPLQHQW�IDFWRU� WKDW�VKDSHG�,QGLD¶V�IRUHLJQ�Giplomacy. But then, 

some scholars in the literature review argued that India is avoiding China to reach its 

purposes, this thesis argues that India took a more assertive approach to contest China 

in seeking the status of great power. Moreover, other literaWXUHV�KDYHQ¶W�KLJKOLJKWHG�WKH�

IRUP�RI�UHVSRQVH�JLYHQ�E\�,QGLD�WRZDUGV�&KLQD¶V�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��+HQFH��WKLV�

thesis filled WKH� ORRSKROH�JLYHQ�E\�RWKHU� OLWHUDWXUHV�E\� IRFXVLQJ�RQ�,QGLD¶V�SROLWLFDO-

PLOLWDU\�UHVSRQVH�WRZDUGV�&KLQD¶V�DSSURDFKHV�WKDW�GRPLQated by economic activities 

to the region. 

1.5. Theoretical Framework 

Threat perception has been central to war, deterrence, alliances, and conflict 

resolution theories because it helps us understanding countries behavior. In 

understanding threat, scholars are not only equating it to military power, but also 

considering intention as a source of threat independent of military capabilities. Before 

continue the explanation about threat perception, it is important to understand two key 

terms within this theory, threat and perception. Threats can be divided into two forms, 

verbal and physical. Verbal threats are delivered through statements that designed to 

signal the capacity and intention which able to inflict harm if interest is not fulfilled. 

The other form of threat is physical, which can be in a form of economic and military 

power that may be perceive as threatening for others. While perception is 
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understanding, recognizing, and interpreting process. However, this thesis will only 

focus on the nonpsychological side of analyses since the writer majoring in 

international relations. 

There are five variables used to help our understanding of threat perception 

from nonpsyhcological context.24 First, changing balance of power. Many scholars 

such as Mearsheimer and Elman suggest that a rising power may challenge the existing 

dominant power due to the possibility of shifting balance of power.25 When shift of 

distribution of capabilities happens, it has high possibilities to bypass the signaling 

WRZDUGV�WKH�H[LVWLQJ�SRZHU��0HDQV�WKDW�RQH¶V�LQFUHDVLQJ�FDSDELOLWLHV�KDSSHQ�ZLWKRXW�

giving clear intention for others. Moreover, scholars see the equivalence between rising 

power and the likelihood of aggressive behavior and may perceived as threat for the 

existing power. As perception always recognized the sender and receiver, the argument 

ZRXOG� DOZD\V� EH� LI� WKH� VHQGHU¶V� FRPPLWPHQW� is not credible for the receiver, the 

receiver may not perceive their meaning and consequently choose an inappropriate 

course of action.26 

Second, signaling and threat perception can be hard to read when intentions are 

not clear. Hence, threat credibility comes play to role. Credibility is importance in 

foreseeing the future, assessing the situation and threat, and lastly in making decisions, 

 
24 Stein, Janice Gross, Threat Perception in International Relations, The Oxford Handbook of Political 
Psychology, September 2013, DOI: 10.1093/oxfordhb/9780199760107.013.0012 [Accessed 20 
September 2021] 
25 Elman, C., ([WHQGLQJ�2IIHQVLYH�5HDOLVP��7KH�/RXVLDQD�3XUFKDVH�DQG�$PHULFD¶V�5LVH�WR�5HJLRQDO�
Hegemony, American Political Science Review: 98, 2004, pp. 563-576 
26 Ibid. Janice Gross, Threat Perception in International Relations 
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because security dilemma always take a part in international relations dynamics. This 

is a mutual process that can cause a possibility of misperception from both sides. For 

example, when sovereignty is contested, defense movement can be seen as aggressive, 

especially when it put the other side on disadvantage. Similar to the concept of security 

GLOHPPD�� WKUHDW� SHUFHSWLRQ� WDNHV� LQWR� DFFRXQW� ³VWDWXV� GLOHPPD´� ZKLFK� H[LVW� LQ� D�

competitive behavior among countries.27 In a status dilemma states value not only 

security, but also their status in international stage. Third are structural attributes of the 

political system. Organization structure and bureaucracy can affect threat assessment, 

which make a decision to push forward their institutional interests. For instance, a 

division that hold the responsible to manage security and preventing threat are tend to 

push for lower threat assessments.  

The fourth variables that give impact to threat perception is sociocultural, or in 

short can be said as identities. Since identities always accompany a person everywhere 

KH�JRHV��LW�LQIOXHQFHV�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV¶�WKUHDW�SHUFHSWLRQ��6WDWH¶V�GHFLVLRQ-makers 

are no exception. Identity conditions threat assessments so strongly that the material 

balance of power becomes less important.28 If a country promote militarism and 

hypernationalism, they tend to defensive and thinking for worst-case scenario. Hence 

have the tendency to be distrustful with outsiders and heightened perception of threat 

from other countries. Finally, the last variables from nonpsychological side on threat 

perception is norms. Assessment upon threat can be elevated if the threat considered 

 
27 Ibid. Threat Perception in International Relations. 
28 Rousseau, D. L., Identifying Threats and Threatening Identities, (Stanford University Press: 2006) 
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violate widely-accepted norms, such as genocide and nuclear possession. However, 

due to the focus of this thesis, the final variable would not be used as the writer sees it 

not relevant in this case. 

1.6. Research and Data Collecting Method 

 This research uses a mixed methodology which includes both qualitative and 

quantitative methods. Quantitative method is typically used to describe and explain the 

causal relationship between variables.29 While the purpose of qualitative research is to 

analyse the meaning, phenomena, and the interpretation of it. Hence, measurement and 

indicators are highly needed in this research. In accordance to the theory used in this 

research, it uses TXDQWLWDWLYH� PHWKRG� WR� VKRZ� LQFUHDVLQJ� &KLQD¶V� SUHVHQFH� DQG�

economic DFWLYLW\�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��DV�ZHOO�DV�,QGLD¶V�military and political enhancement. 

While qualitative method shows ,QGLD¶V� WKUHDW�SHUFHSWLRQ� WRZDUGV�&KLQD¶V�SUHVHQFH�

and activity. 

In accordance to Cresswell, mixed method research involves both qualitative 

(open-ended) and quantitative (closed-ended) data in order to answer the research 

question.30 Therefore, the source of data for this research is gathered from primary 

VRXUFHV� VXFK� DV� JRYHUQPHQW¶V� RIILFLDO� GRFXPHQWs, publication, speeches, as well as 

 
29 Alan Bryman. Social Research Methods, (United States: Oxford University Press, 2012). 
30 John W. Cresswell, Research Design: Qualitative, Quantitative, and Mixed Method Approaches, 
(London: Sage Publication, 2009), pp. 297. 
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secondary sources, including books, journals, news and/or articles, surveys, and 

publication from legitimate platforms which can be accessed online.  

1.7. Research Structure 

7KLV� UHVHDUFK�ZLWK� WKH� WLWOH� RI� ³The Implications of Sino-Indian Rivalry: the 

Rise of China iQ�6RXWK�$VLD�DQG�,QGLD¶V�5HVSRQVH´�ZLOO�EH�GLYLGHG�LQWR�IRXU�FKDSWHUV�� 

The first chapter act as an introduction of the research which contain the 

background, problem identification, objectives and research purpose, literature review, 

theoretical framework, research methodology, data collection method, and this 

research structure itself.  

The second chapter address &KLQD¶V�HFRQRPLF� DSSURDFK� WRZDUGV�6RXWK�$VLD�

countries and Indian Ocean Region, including their growing naval presence and 

bilateral agreement, DV�ZHOO�DV�,QGLD¶V�SROLWLFDO-PLOLWDU\�LQ�UHVSRQGLQJ�WRZDUGV�&KLQD¶V�

activity. In doing so, this chapter serve as a data basis for the next chapter. 

The third chapter primarily focus on the DQDO\VHV� RI� ,QGLD¶V� EHKDYLRXU��

UHVSRQVH��DQG�SROLF\��WRZDUGV�&KLQD¶s growing presence in South Asia-Indian Ocean 

Region. Hence, the concept threat perception act as the basis to explain the reason 

EHKLQG�,QGLD¶V�EHKDYLRXU.  

The last chapter serve as the conclusion of the whole research. In doing so, this 

chapter will answer the research question, on why India mainly UHVSRQGHG�&KLQD¶V�

activity through political and military means rather than socio-economic one. 
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