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CHAPTER 4 

 

Conclusion 

Based on the second and third chapter of this research, there are several 

noteworthy key findings of this research. The first key finding is that the US is resorting 

to the use of force towards Iran through the employment of military muscle towards 

Iran in the region on top of its economic and diplomatic pressures on Iran. The use of 

force is more extensively implemented following US unilateral withdrawal from 

JCPOA, which caused a considerable disappointment by other parties of the JCPOA, 

including Iran and the EU. Shortly following the withdrawal from JCPOA, the US 

reintroduced sanctions and waged a maximum pressure campaign towards Iran. On top 

of that, the US has also been stepping up its military muscle in the region with various 

military deployments aimed at Iran. Often, these moves are dangerous and potentially 

lead to escalations. Such was the case of planned US strike on Iranian missile defense 

facilities in 2019 which was canceled by the president on the last minute, and the 

assassination of Qasem Soleimani, a top ranking IRGC officer, in Iraq in early 2020. 

These actions sum up US use of force which is often the character of US approach 

towards Iran following its unilateral withdrawal from JCPOA. 

The second key finding is that there is a degree of offense dominance regarding 

US regional politics and nature of military deployment in the Persian Gulf. The US 

politics in and around the Persian Gulf gained offense-dominance through military, 

geography, and diplomatic factors. Militarily US force posture and the nature of 

deployment, combined with technological superiority of the US military in and around 
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the Persian Gulf suggest that conquest is relatively easy, although not in the absolute 

sense, for the US military in the region. Thus, the US is at an advantage which would 

enable for military operations that would otherwise be of higher risk. Geography also 

helps to shape US offense-defense balance towards offense, this is due to the nature of 

the nature of Persian Gulf which is a chokepoint for international supply oil which at 

the same attracts regional (and extra-regional) powers to maintain its influence in the 

region, including the US. Because the region attracts regional powers, it is the meeting 

point between the US military in the region and Iran. This close proximity, in addition 

the climate of the Persian Gulf, allows for effective operationalization of military 

technology. Finally, the lack of diplomatic arrangements such as regional defensive 

alliances and regional collective security systems. For the most part, the lack of 

diplomatic arrangements are caused by deep divisions and lack of common threat 

assessment of Gulf powers. Additionally, the very same lack of cohesion resulted in 

Gulf Arab states to not be able to balance Iran enough which leaves the US to do the 

job.  

The third key finding is that the offense-dominance of US politics in the region 

has a considerable impact on the politics of Middle East, and the Persian Gulf in 

particular. The ten dangers of offense-dominance which came about as an effect of 

offensive tendencies show us several behavioral tendencies of regional powers in 

responding to the ongoing dynamics of power-relation in the region and US offensive 

tendencies. Few notable behavioral tendencies is that of Iran and Israel. Iran for its own 

part has been slowly closing the technological gap with the US and Gulf Arab countries 

alike. Additionally, Iran has also been extensively supporting its non-state proxies in 
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the region to secure strategic objectives in the region. With the ongoing power-relation 

in the region, Israel has also stepped up its activities in countering Iranian threats, 

mainly proxies, by launching pre-emptive strikes on Hezbollah and other Iran-backed 

proxies in Lebanon and Syria.  

Based on the key findings laid out above, this research concludes that the US 

tend to have an offensive advantage in the Persian Gulf. This offensive advantage tend 

to influence the US to resort to the use of force towards Iran in the region. Military, 

geographic, and diplomatic factors play key roles in determining US offensive 

advantage which enables to put the US in a position where the use of force is 

advantageous in countering Iran.  

Finally, there are several aspects of this research that could hopefully be 

improved or inspire further research regarding similar topics. First, this research mainly 

focus on the US offense-defense balance in the region and does not thoroughly consider 

the offense-defense balance of other regional players such as the Gulf Arab states and 

Israel. Secondly, while admitting that there is a behavioral shift of the US towards the 

matter of US-Iran relations, this research does not focus on the idiosyncratic aspects of 

US use of force on Iran. It is greatly expected that this research would be able to 

contribute to the series of research regarding the topic of US – Iran relations and, at the 

same time, inspire other research of similar topics.   
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